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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


Friend Request Sent: General Mills 


I was able to attend the 2012 General Mills Pride Re- 
ception with a great many GLBTA members. Can we 
call that historic? I attended the Historic 2012 General 
Mills Pride Reception? Let's go with it. What happened 
at that event was important. The attendees filed into 
the auditorium, listened to the welcoming remarks, 
watched a performance by the Project 515 Players, and 
then heard the CEO of a Fortune 500 family institution 
oppose the anti-marriage amendment. I don't know 
about the rest of the folks there, but it kind of hap- 
pened in slow-motion. You know when you're watch- 
ing a show and you can tell that something's going to 
happen as it's happening? It was like that. Ken Powell 
was speaking and suddenly it was said: General Mills 
opposes this proposed amendment that would define 
marriage as being between a man and a woman. 

We applauded. It hit us. We applauded harder. It hit us hard- 
er. We stood-together-as a wave of professional people who were 
just validated as mattering and gave him a standing ovation. It 
lasted. So did the goosebumps. Phones came out-we tweeted, we 
posted to Facebook, we shared the news. We shared that moment. 

What is interesting to me is what came out of that event and the 
morning after. I'm guessing that the press release from the event fo- 
cused on the business nature of the announcement; that General Mills 
supports a diverse, inclusive culture for a better workforce. That it's 
good for business. 

Iheard more than that, as the only member of the press who was 
present. I heard Mr. Powell say that it's about business, yes, but that 
General Mills is in the business of nourishing lives; not just some of 
them, all of them. 

That's different. 

That's worth lauding more than a wise business decision. Yes, 


it's important that this community be seen as a credible force in the 
market-GLBT community members are valuable workers and buy- 
ers. But, more than that, GLBT community members are valuable 
people. GLBT community members! lives are worth a Fortune 500 
company standing up against discrimination. This Fortune 500 com- 
pany has fed us. It's made many other decisions in its history to make 
lives better, from going multi-grain to removing high fructose corn 
syrup from its yogurt. For heaven's sake, couldn't "Americana" be just 
as easily be defined "Mom and Cheerios" as "Mom and apple pie?" 

Cheerios believes in this community. 

I know that we all joke about corporations and how they're not 
people. Sometimes, it seems like they are. No, I can't be "friends" 
with General Mills on Facebook. I won't invite General Mills to my 
birthday party. General Mills and I might share some recipes, but we 
won't meet up for Happy Hour because General Mills is not a person. 
But, General Mills is something we're all in a relationship with...and 
it just got less complicated. For us. The brunt of the backlash that 
General Mills will face by proponents of the anti-marriage amend- 
ment is complicated and can't be underestimated, which makes me 
want to be friends with it even more. 

No, it's not the first corporation to oppose the anti-marriage 
amendment and it won't be the last. We can be grateful for each and 
every one that stands up and says out loud that this community de- 
serves to not be discriminated against. 

What I can't wait for is when corporations and politicians stand 
up and say that the Defense of Marriage Act should be repealed and 
same-sex marriage should be legalized. 

That’s different. 

When it is voiced that this group should not be discriminated 
against by an amendment, that's one thing. When it is voiced that 
this group should be allowed the same rights and freedoms as het- 
erosexual citizens. ..that is historic. 

Each and every time. 

With thanks, 

Andy O 
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LETTERS | 


THE GLBT COMMUNITY HAS A 
STRONG ALLY WITH PRESIDENT 
OBAMA 

Last week, President Obama made his- 
tory. He became the first sitting President 
in the history of this great nation to en- 
dorse the notion that loving and commit- 
ted gay and lesbian couples deserve the 
right to join the institution of marriage. 
President Obama understands what many 
of us understand; marriage is about love, 
family, and responsibility. The GLBT com- 
munity has benefited in countless ways, 
and it is time to continue standing up for 
him as he has stood up vehemently for us. 

Since his inauguration in January of 
2009, President Obama was able to nego- 
tiate the Congressional Repeal of Don't 
Ask Don't Tell, allowing for the first time, 
gays and lesbians to openly defend our 
freedom, customs, and values without 
having to jeopardize their dignity. 

'This president has addressed the bul- 
lying epidemic that is sweeping across 
this country. Even one of our own local 
school districts has received national at- 
tention. President Obama and his Admin- 
istration have been working to prevent 
bullying against GLBT students, signed 
GLBT inclusive hate crimes legislation, 
and he has joined with countless others 
in affirming his position of equality and 
fairness through his contribution towards 
the It Gets Better Project. 

The GLBT community faces dispro- 
portional challenges with HIV/AIDS, and 
President Obama has been developing 
and implementing a national HIV/AIDS 
strategy while expanding access to health 
care and addressing inequities in health 
care among the LBGT community. 

President Obama has done more for 
the GLBT community than any other 
president in the history of this country. 
Although not always instantaneous, we 
have made great achievements towards 
eliminating inequities within the GLBT 
community. 

Please join me in supporting President 
Barack Obama for re-election in 2012! 


GERALD STRAUSS 
MINNEAPOLIS 


What's Your Plan? 


^We help families rebuild their 
homes and lives after a disaster. 


Children who have lost their 
homes often feel scared when 
storms come. We can't take 
away the experience, but we can 
help children work through their 
feelings to face the future with 
confidence and hope." 


Nancy Beers 
Director of Disaster Services 
& Camp Noah 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 

_ Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 

| 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 

| Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 


| Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor* designation 


| Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. _ «y 

Securities products and investment advisory services offered by — && 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered © 

investment advisor. МИС апа MSI are MetLife companies. Special 95 
7 


needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.? MetLife 


Nancy makes a 
difference. 


Will you help rebuild homes 
and restore hope in communities 
impacted by disasters? 


www.lssmn.org/ community 


РА Lutheran Social Service 


vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in У of Minnesota 


community with dignity, safety and hope. 


for changing lives 
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EC A WORD IN EDGEWISE | EB. Bostner 


Talk is Cheap—And Effective 


THERE ARE less than five months until the November 6 elections. 
You can say a lot in that time. Talk with friends, family, neighbors; 
those who don't mind if same-sex couples marry, but are unaware that 
without their NO vote on the marriage amendment, discrimination 
against GLBT people will be written into Minnesota's constitution. 

Actively approach people and conduct conversations in a non- 
threatening way, simply conveying information, pointing out the 
importance of action—particularly going to the polls that Tuesday— 
that complacency can lose a campaign. 

I heard someone say, “Homosexuality isn't a civil right.” No, nor 
has anyone claimed that, any more than they would that being tall or 
left-handed is a right. But tall, left-handed Minnesotans have the civil 
right to vote, to buy real estate, to marry. As do GLBT people—ex- 
cept for the marrying part. 

Point out that marriage is a right and that radical religious groups 
are using their beliefs to make the government, at state and federal 
levels, deny other citizens' rights. Remind them of the 1967 Loving 
v. Virginia landmark civil rights case where the US Supreme Court 
unanimously declared the *Racial Integrity Act of 1924," Virginia's 


anti-miscegenation statute, unconstitutional. 

Marriage or ritual bonding in some form is practiced in almost ev- 
ery culture. Marriage brings the participants into the community fold, 
declaring their intention before friends and relatives, to participate in 
the rights and obligations of their community. To deny GLBT Minneso- 
tans that right is morally wrong azd unconstitutional. If one believes in 
the First Amendment, then the separation of church and state follows, 
and denying the right to marry to any segment of the population be- 
cause of others' religious beliefs or bias becomes untenable. 

Explain that in no way is any church being compelled by the gov- 
ernment to marry gays or anyone else they choose to deny—Catho- 
lic churches refuse to marry two non-Catholics. 

Always remember: there's talking, and there's wasting your 
breath. You won't convince those who want to put gays and lesbi- 
ans behind electric fences. Fortunately, there are many folks in the 
middle, who, if they are not exactly "allies," are ordinary, decent folk 
who want to see all Minnesotans be able to marry, raise children, 
work, and pay taxes as they do. 

Start talking. O 
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lasers to treat: 
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Dr. John Foley 


Medical Director 


ACT BY JULY 31" 


Save even more with your 
Vision Care or Flex Plan. 


ASK US HOW! 
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PERSONALLY PERFORMED 
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SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE I5 THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK 


Dur financing plans 
and Best Price 
Guarantee make LASIK 
affordable to more people 
than ever before. 


Personalized 
follow-up vision care and 
FREE ENHANCEMENTS, 
because we care. 
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CALL 866-685-6994 . 


OR VISIT WWW.JOFFE.COM 


231 Wayzata Boulevard South Minneapolis, MN 55405 


OFFE 


MEDI*CENTER 


~ THE CHAZIN 


. GROUP 


COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 
PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
TENANT & BUYER REPRESENTATION 
* Office * Retail * Warehouse 
The Chazin Group puts exceptional care 
into helping you lease or purchase a 
property for your business. 


We'll give you the personal time and 
attention you deserve. 


Rely on over 25 Years of Experience. 


596 of all net Chazin Group Commissions 
will go to your charity of choice. 


KAYAKS * CANOES * ROWING BOATS 


ABONE THE FALLS SPORTS 


120 N. 3rd Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55401 


Receive $100 off on your CoolSculpting? 
treatment — just mention Lavender! 


No needles, 
no special diet, 
no supplements 


and no surgery. 


Ditch the love handles. 


The Twin e 
z& coolsculpting 
Experts 
Get rid of stubborn fat with CoolSculpting®. 
Call Dermatology Consultants today at (651) 209-1600 


Dermatology Consultants has four locations in St. Paul, Eagan, Woodbury 
and Vadnais Heights. For more information visit dermatologyconsultants.com 


or join us on facebook.com/dermatologyconsultantsmn 
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CONSULTANTS 
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NOW-SEPTEMBER 3 


Enter an unforgettable, outdoor experience 
featuring 15 life-size, moving, roaring 
dinosaurs. Take a peek at mnzoo.org 


Dinosaurs! is a separate charge attraction. Zoo admission is required. 


Sponsored Бу мити sane 


Can't make it during the day, come and see Dinosaurs! 
at night. Hear the roars of dinosaurs and the sound 
of live music. 


July 12 (Date Night: age 18+) & July 24 
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 


Pricing and complete details at mnzoo.org. 


2 SEW MINNESOTA 70 


Zoo animals will пої be оп exhibit during Dino Nites! Changing how you see the world 
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MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD тм 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 

EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


INVER GROVE HEIGHTS 
651-286-3921 
No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 
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will 

you? 
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Golden Valley 


£ | St. Paul 
мер. Woodbury 
~ www.animalhumanesociety.org 


animal humane society (763) 522-4325 


INTEGRITY EXPERIENCE RES ULTS 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


20 Years Experience I E 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. 5. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 
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LAVENDER LENS | 


Sophia Hantzes 


FIRST THURSDAY 
SOLERA 


Continued on page 17 
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SEDGWICK 2 FOR 1 (9-1) * NO COVER 


HEATING + АС | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ОМ 
AMATEUR NIGHT IN THE 90'S 


$3 RAILS & $3 DOMESTICS 
& 5у 


Wy GALLS 
7 Si 
ә LAFEMME SHOW IN THE 905 ху 
MES 3: эте L^ $1 Domestic Beer.& Rail 
E $5 cover) УХА 


ТНЕ; 905 15 IN ITS FULL СТОКУ W/6 BARS & р 
3 LIVE DJS. ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED BY THE = 
== 


a d $1, ~ __ LADIES OF LAFEMME AND, О COURSE, THE 
XOU ~ -HOTTEST MALE & FEMALE GO-GO DANCERS p 
ТЕУІ, PLEASURE « 
: a 


| 


or. More on a 
and) Air, Conditioner, А FOR YOU 
SAVE $300, Plus $1,000+ on Manufacturer Rebate ory. KC V 
and|up;to|$825/on Utility Rebates. PE 


Plus Rebates] 
www.SedgwickHeating.com aA 
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Jukebox * Video Games • 3 756 Pool Tables * Pinball * Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 
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SHOWCASE | photos by George Holdgrafer 


GAY 90'S sune17 


k FÜrirstEriuayjoG EVERY month 


TN Fridays Jui © o M 


Ke müsie all night! ~ 
Male and,FEemalejGOIGO/Dancers! 
Karaoke in $1 domeca bottles and rails 
the back bar $2 shots 


Music*trivia with d 
CHECK DAILY HAPPENINGS AT TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM OR THE TOWN HOUSE BAR ON Ei 
1415 UNIVERSITY AVE. W., ST. PAUL • MIDWAY BETWEEN MPLS. & ST. PAUL • 651-646-7087 • WWW.TOWNHOUSEBAR.COM 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


TCGMC SONGS 


JUNE 1 


to by sophia hantzes 


* Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer ** Melissa Houghtaling 


yc 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Discrimination, Administrative Law, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul - (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


WHEN A MAN LOVES A DIVA 
Through July 28 

Lab Theater, 700 N. First St., Mpls. 
(612) 33-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 

It's been three years since this popular gay-oriented show was first per- 
formed at the Lab, but some new enhancements have been added. Actor/vocal- 
ist/Writer Dane Stauffer says “we are bumping up the production values, with 
this production. We are directed by Andrew Rasmussen (Cardinal Theatricals’s 
Rent and Rocky Horror Show). It offers new musical selections. We’ve added 
some ‘emerging’ divas to the mix of the pop classics of the earlier version. Plus 
we've swapped a few songs out and a few others in...Can you say ‘Proud Mary? 
Тыз time, in addition to Sanford Moore on the keys and Steven Jennings on 
the drums, we've added more heft and rock with a bass and guitar, so it's a full 
band. I've revised the script, and we have a real set with light-up letters and so 
forth! And in an effort to recapture the magic of Ruby's Cabaret of old, we have 
the white tablecloths, for the ‘cabaret seating’ anyway, the small plates of food, 
the beer and the wine. And while it may not completely recapture the legendary 
Ruby's Cabaret of old, it comes damn close!" 

Stauffer hails from the Twin Cities where he trained in his youth at the Chil- 
dren's Theatre Company. and has spent recent years working as an actor and a 
singer in Los Angeles and San Diego. He recently appeared with Jeff Goldblum 
at the LA Blues Revue, backed up Estaire Godinez at Herb Alpert's Club Vibrato, 
was awarded Best Featured Actor in a Comedy by StageSceneLA for All in the 
Timing, and recently filmed Sports Heaven with Christopher Lloyd. 

In California and Minnesota Stauffer has also made his mark with the record- 
breaking boxoffice smash, Triple Espresso. He recently workshopped a Jazz/ 
spoken word concert at Illusion Theatre, called Мата, I Can Scat! with Peter 
Schimke, Jay Epstein, and Graydon Peterson. His improvisation skills were 
honed at the Brave New Workshop back in its heyday. 

Stauffer is joined by two other marvelous performers: the magnetic Julius 
Collins and the dynamic Ben Bakken. 


ANGELS IN AMERI- 

CA: MILLENIUM AP- 
PROACHES 

July 12 - Aug. 4 

Lowry Lab, 350 St. Peter 
St., St. Paul 

(800) 838-3006 
www.theatrecoupdetat.com 

Subtitled A Gay Fanta- 
sia On National Themes, it 
premiered in 1991 and won 
the 1993 Pulitzer Prize. The 
first part of playwright Tony 
Kushner's two part work is 
being revived by a younger 
generation now. Theatre 
Coup D'etat director Justin 
Kirkeberg thinks that its AIDS 
themes as well as its other con- 
cerns are just as timely 20 
years later. He points out that 
over a million people are living 
with HIV/AIDS in the US and 
over 33 million globally, and he 
cites Tyler Clementi's suicide 
and other youth suicides as 
indicators of lessons not yet 
learned by enough people. 
Kirkeberg says Angels asks us: 
“what does a healthy partner 
owe a sick one? What does a 
closeted gay man owe his wife? 
At what price comes change? 
Ultimately, if there is a God, 
what is he/she doing?" 

James Napoleon Stone 
plays Prior Walter, the openly 
gay, HIV-positive protagonist 
who falls in love with closeted 
Mormon Joe Pitt played by 
Peter Beard. Both actors are 
also the show's producers 
and gave moving performanc- 
es as death camp victims in 
the gay holocaust classic Bent 
a few years ago. Stone says 
“what makes Prior's journey 
unique is that he is at the 
mercy of virtually everyone 
and everything. The disease 
itself controls his body, his 
lover leaves him, the angel 
and hallucinations haunt him, 
and being homosexual and 
feminine makes him a societal 
target." 

Beard sees Joe as "the part 
of us all that resists change 
because of how it will affect 
people around us. With Joe we 
get a rare chance to see a man 
at the breaking point of trying 


to meet expectations around 
him, when those expectations 
are set up for someone differ- 
ent than who he is at his core." 
Katherine Preble also 
has claims to a great per- 
formance in another gay 
classic. She played the lead in 
Maxine Klein's powerhouse 
revival of Lillian Hellman's 
The Children's Hour in the 
'00s. As The Angel, The 
Rabbi, and a hospice worker, 
Preble recognizes Kushner's 
spiritual dimensions, stating 
that though scripted indepen- 
dently of each other "all of 
them function as mouthpieces 
of the heavens, the collective 
unconscious. They drive the 
audience to examine a univer- 
sal truth: the idea that we all 
seemingly are born alone and 
die alone. Kushner reveals that 
we are born in someone else's 
pain and we all die in our own, 
thereby uniting. And by defini- 
tion, when united, we cannot 
be solitary souls. We are all 
related." 


n 


Basic North. Photo by Eric Melzer 


BASIC NORTH 
Through July 8 
Southern Theater, Wash- 
ington Av., Mpls. 
(612) 340-0155 
www.southerntheater.org> 
Since Theatre De La Jeune 
Lune folded five years ago, 
Live Action Set seems to have 
filled their space as a physical 
theater company. That’s a 
theater where the actors use 
their bodies in expansive and 
unique ways beyond basically 
emulating the movement of 
characters that reflect the 
average person. Live Action 
Set actors move in precise, 
complex unison at times. They 
may leap about, contort their 
bodies, cultivate physical > 
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SPOTLIGHT 


Noises Off. Photo by Michal Daniel 


eccentricities, and take or hang in 
risky postures and positions on or 
above stage. Postures and positions 
everyday people just don't take. Their 
current piece, Basic North, is the 
culmination of very different ideas and 
experimentation. 

Co-founder Noah Bremer had 
been on tour with Cirque du Soleil last 
year, so he has returned recharged 
as one of the co-directors. He 
says Cirque "exposed me to a world 
of wondrous amazement. My role 
required me to perform on a huge 
scale of extreme emotions and stylized 
physical vocabularies. Within this 
larger-than-life spectrum of extremes, 
honesty was always my base. Truth- 
fulness is essential to connect with 
2500 people a night and to fill them 
with lingering awe. What I am always 
working toward in Basic North is to 
expose an extreme honesty, but on a 
much smaller scale than in the Grand 
Chapiteau of Cirque du Soleil. At the 
intimate Southern Theater, I have the 
opportunity to seize the connection 
between myself and the audience than 
I could at Cirque. But, large or small, 
the end goal is the same: to amaze and 
bring joy.” 

Dario Tangelson is another Basic 
North co-director. He employs what's 
often known as the ‘neutral mask’ 
effect, but prefers to call it ‘neutral 
state'? He says "put very simply, it 
is an attempt to avoid the automatic 
expressive strategies that tend to 
be the different masks we wear-our 
social drinking mask, our meeting 
mask, our reliable co-worker although 
a bit higher status mask. These are 


our acquired automatic expressive 
mechanisms in response to different 
situations. In Basic North we have 
tried to introduce a very simple and 
mundane environment where this neu- 
tral character will simply observe and 
offer a new point of view that does not 
follow any of the expected strategic 
rules." 


Through July 29 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av., 
Mpls. 

(612) 822-7063 
www.jungletheater.org> 

In the UK, corny sex farces have 
known great success despite bad 
reviews. Silly shows like No Sex 
Please, We’re British and Run For Your 
Wife have titillated audiences with titty 
humor and naughty innuendo that stir 
up the inner adolescent in us all. In his 
1982 slapstick masterpiece, playwright 
Michael Frayn spoofs such a farce he 
titles Nothing On. It’s the play within 
that masterpiece, Noises Off. 

Act One presents a disastrous 
stage rehearsal with missed en- 
trances and exits, lost contact lenses, 
drunkenness, and fumbled lines. 

All of this dissonance must actually 
be played with precision, which it is 
in the Jungle’s vibrant production. 
Act Two is Nothing On on opening 
night from the backstage where the 
actors act out all sorts of misfires and 
misunderstandings. Act Three is the 
troupe in performance at the end of 
their tour where everyone has said ‘to 
hell with it’ and act out the semblance 
of the show. 

Director Joel Sass’s terrific cast 


The Other Mr. Gandhi. Photo by Charissa Uemura 


amazes with sharp timing, numerous masterful transitions, and 
goofy characterizations, like Summer Hagen’s scantily clad ditzy 
blond and E. J. Subkoviak’s weary, sardonic director whose libido 
overpowers his ethical capacity. A shameless celebration of tacki- 
ness that is surely one of this summer’s guiltiest pleasures. 


July 12-15 

Illusion Theater, 528 Hennepin Av., Mpls. 
(612) 339-4944 

www.illusiontheater.org 

Zaraawar Mistry recently directed The Origin(s) Project, a 
rich offering of two one woman shows by Katie Hae Leo and Sun 
Mee Chomet about Korean adoptees, at his theater, Dreamland 
Arts in St. Paul. In Minneapolis he's developing his own one man 
show for Illusion Theater's annual Fresh Ink works-in-progress 
series. As the title infers, this is not the iconic Mahatma Gandhi 
but a fictional pilot in the Indian Air Force sent on a bombing 
mission into Pakistan. Given how much American militarism and 
economics have been connected in recent years with these two 
countries, it gives us a chance to think about them. 

Mistry shares that he played it to a full house at Dreamland 
in February, calling it “а thrilling and terrifying experience. The 
piece continues to be a work in progress, as I make adjustments 
and changes based on what I learn from each audience." Mistry's 
last solo piece, Indian Cowboy, played at Illusion in '06. 
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July 13 • 8:00 PM 
Reception: 6:45 PM 


Jungle Theater 
295] |упдаје Ave. S., Minneapolis 
Box Office: 612-822-7063 
www.jungletheater.com 
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Your News. Your Way. 
Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 

Á great ways to get your 
BIG GAY NEWS fix! 
rJ 
Log on BigGayNews.com 
Y 
Download daily podcast 
from i Tunes 


* 
Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


Aging isn't easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 
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Lavender Night at the Jungle 
Friday, July 13 Reception 6:45pm, Curtain 8pm 


Ask for Lavender Night Disount! 
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612-822-7063 
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INTERVIEW | Kathleen Watson 


LAVENDER MAGAZINE caught up with 
Idina Menzel to talk about her career, fam- 
ily, and helping young girls find their voices. 
Menzel is best known for her roles as Mau- 
reen Johnson in the original Broadway cast 
and movie of Rent, as the original Elphaba in 
Wicked, and (much to the delight of Gleeks 
everywhere) as Shelby Corcoran on the hit 
tv show Glee. Menzel’s latest albums, Idina 
Menzel Live: Barefoot at the Symphony, was 
released this March, and she will be at the 
Orpheum in Minneapolis on July 7th for a live 
performance of some of her most memorable 
songs. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit www.hennepintheatretrust.org. 

Lavender Magazine: Our readers 
loved you in Rent, Wicked, and Glee. 
We just love your voice and your per- 
sonality. We all know about your music, 
but what I find most inspiring is how 
you and your husband, Taye, used your 
talents to found A BroaderWay Founda- 
tion. Could you talk a bit about that? 

Idina Menzel: A BroaderWay was just a 
dream of mine from many years ago because 
I was fortunate enough to go away to summer 
camp, and it was something that changed 
my life. It was a place that I felt I really found 
myself...I loved it more than the school years, 
so I always dreamt of having a camp. As my 
career has taken on a certain path, it became 
clear that it should be specifically for young 
girls and trying to help them find their voices. 
So, we bring up about 30 girls from Harlem 
up to the country in Massachusetts. They 
sing and dance and play sports and swim. 
We put on an original concert that’s based 
on their ideas and bring up Broadway friends 
who write and choreograph with them, and 
we have a show at the end. 

LM: On your cd, Barefoot at the 
Symphony, you sing a variety of songs 
and tell stories in between. Before Lady 
Gaga’s “Poker Face,” you talk about 
how it felt to be considered for a moth- 
erly role as Shelby Corcoran, the bio- 
logical mother of Rachel (played by Lea 
Michele) on Glee. How are you feeling 
about that now? 

IM: It wasn’t getting a “motherly” role 
that was the problem. I’m a mother of a 
three-year-old. It was being the mother of a 
25 year-old that was the problem. I love play- 


Idina Menzel 


Idina Menzel. Photo by Robin Wong 


ing a mother. I’m a very maternal person, 
even before I had a baby. It was just the fact 
that I was being cast—that I must look old 
enough—to play Lea’s mom. 

LM: How has having a family changed 
your work life? 

IM: It’s dramatically changed my work 
life. It’s given me a new perspective. My 
expectations of myself are lower because I 
can only be in so many places at one time. 
So, when I get on stage, I feel liberated and 
easier on myself, and therefore, I’m actually 
better. I take the red eye from a certain city 
so I can put my son to sleep at night and then 
get to the airport. So, if I want to spend an 
extra night with him, I can’t ask that much of 
myself the night of the show. The gist is that 
it ends up being a positive thing for me and 
being much better. 

LM: If you had to choose, what would 
be one highlight of your impressive career? 

IM: I'm sure it would be Wicked and play- 
ing Elphaba, and being the recipient of so much 
love and support from the young audiences. 

LM: Could you reflect a bit on your 
experience in Rent? 

IM: I sing *No Day But Today" pretty 
religiously at my concerts as a reminder of 
that beautiful experience. Because we lost 
our composer and creator, Jonathan Larson, 
it was a much different experience obviously 
than your normal one. We were extremely, 


passionately committed to everything in 
the show and making sure that we com- 
municated his show—his story—honestly 
and powerfully. And therefore, our priorities 
were much different, being young 20-year- 
olds, maybe having success, and the show 
taking off and getting opportunities. It really 
grounded us where our priorities were. 

LM: What should audience members 
expect from your concert on July 7th? 

IM: Expect a lot of spontaneity. They 
should trust that they will leave the theater 
feeling like they were let into a window of my 
soul, really, and that I'm willing to be open 
and let people know what I'm about. Aside 
from lots of big singing, more importantly, 
it's about connecting to the audience and let- 
ting them feel that the show they're seeing is 
special and individual. 

LM: Finally is there anything you 
want to say to your GLBT fans in Min- 
nesota? 

IM: It's Pride month, first of all, so con- 
gratulations and I hope everyone's celebrat- 
ing. I think it's an exciting time right now, and 
there'slots to celebrate. I recognize that there 
are still challenges and struggles ahead. I re- 
spect everyone, and I’m so honored that I’m 
embraced in your community. ГЇЇ keep fight- 
ing for equality like you are. I think it's a nice 
time to express and appreciate some of the 
advances that are being made. O 
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TUESDAY 
AUG. 14 


7:10 PM 
etroit Tigers 


Minnesota Twins vs. D 


A t = 


Target Field • Minneapolis 


POST GAME PARTY TO FOLLOW 


Enjoy the game in a reserved section with 1,000 of your closest 
friends, including athletes in town for the 2012 National Gay 
Softball World Series. 


EVENT TICKETS ARE $40 
Purchase your tickets at 
LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved seating • Great view of the game • Post-game Party 
OUT in the Stands T-shirt 


Tickets and T-shirts will be available for pickup at 
LAVENDER'S AUGUST FIRST THURSDAY 
August 2 at Loring Kitchen & Bar 
1359 Willow St. * Minneapolis 
from 5:30-8:00 pm. 


ENTER TO WIN A CHANCE TO RAISE THE TWINS TERRITORY FLAG! 
Simply log on to LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride and you're 
one step closer to raising the pre-game flag at Target Field! 


CROSSWORD | 


Progress Since Stonewall 
ACROSS 


44. 


48. 


58. 
59. 


63. 


64. 


. President who won a 


Nobel Peace Prize 


. Leader's position 
. Dept. store stuff 
. Cleveland who was 


president of "The 
Harvard Crimson" 


. Walt Whitman's 


bloomer 


. Something to gloss 


over? 

Leader who on May 
9, 2012 came out in 
support of 36-Across 


. Old NOW cause 


Minnesota twins? 


. "Dedicated tothe ___ 


Love" 


. Selenic 
. An online community 


of mutual affection 
and respect. 


. French friar? 
.__ Le Pew 

. Tabloid twosome 
. Centerfielder on 


Miracle Mets 


. Rule opposed by 


Gandhi 


. Its legality varies by 


state 


. Strawberry Fields 


benefactor 


." X also serve..." 
. Purrfect pitch? 


by George Barany and Arthur Rothstein 


© June 28, 2012 


65. Part of España 
66. Middle of a 


Napoleonic 
palindrome 


67. The G in GMHC 
68. It may be Platonic 


Subject of a Debussy DOWN 


"Afternoon" 


. Hankering 


Slang for a 67- 
Across 63-Across 
that likely stems from 
"The Wizard of Oz" 


. Like highways and 


swimming pools 


. Skeleton part 
. Introduction to 


chemistry? 
Cap-and-crown org.? 
Massachusetts 
Congressman whose 
partner is James 
Ready 

Chess piece, even a 
queen 

Improv sounds on a 
good night 


WN 


10. 


14. 
13. 


. Cavalry weapon 

. Dishwasher brand 

. Back: Prefix 

. Parseghian of Notre 


Dame football 


. Cooperstown charter 


member 


. Skeleton part 
. Pay back? 
. Kick-ass actress 


Grier 


. He flew in space 


twice, 36 years apart 
1933 Physics Nobel 
laureate who is the 
subject of a 
biography entitled 
"The Strangest Man" 
Fifth wheel 

"My Fair Lady" 
composer 


. Measuring tool 

. Turning point? 

. Assn. of Persian 
Gulf states 

. It may be assumed, 
dropped, or given 

. Org. for Nancy 
Lopez, Annika 
Sorenstam, or 
Michelle Wie 

. Bad look 

. Equi equivalent 

. Go for the bronze? 

. Offbeat comedian 
Philips 

. A's Minnesota 
colleague in the 
Senate 

. "Norma 

. In the past 

. Minyan member 

. One way to fly 

. First name among 
Israeli prime 
ministers 

. Prefix with phobia 


» 


40. 


44. 


45. 
46. 
4T. 
48. 
49. 


50. 
51: 
52. 
53. 
54. 
60. 
61. 


62. 


Letters that might 
precede a blogger's 
point of view 

It may be imposed, 
but never levied 
Runs without moving 
Theater award 
Arts' partner 
Heartthrob 

Doppler ___ (storm 
detection system) 
Pointless 
Eccentrically cool 
Little Leaguer's 
batting device 
Yogi's language 
Joined, like oxen 
Mo. with no major 
holidays 

Co. with a dog in its 
logo 

Brazilian city, 
familiarly 


Answers on page 58 


About the authors: This crossword puzzle, which can be solved online (find link at www.lavendermagazine.com], was constructed by George Ba- 
rany, a Chemistry Professor at the University of Minnesota, and Arthur Rothstein, a software developer in San Francisco. George and Art have known 
each other since the late 1960s, when they were both on the Math Team at Stuyvesant High School in New York City, just a few miles from the Stonewall 
Inn. Within the past year, George and Art have collaborated on a number of other puzzles that can be found at http://www.chem.umn.edu/  groups/ 
baranygp/puzzles/ 
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í Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 


way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part ofit. 


Let's talk if you are: 
• HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about ОМ IVERSITY 


articipating in a research study, 


call: 612-625-7472 OF MINNESOTA 


or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu Driven to Discover" 


ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | ta Huyck 


aniest event of the summer! 
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£KIDS IN FREE! 
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Disco Nights | 
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| Free and ДАР A 
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Presented by pare FLEETWOOD МАС 


McNeill Productions 


HILARIOUS! 
еар 05 Fri & Sat nights! 
Just $25! 


(папваз8ё San 952-934-1525 
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SCISSOR SISTERS 
Magic Hour 


Perhaps it's fitting that album number four dropped just after the passing of Robin 
Gibb, because there's a decided Bee Gees vibe working on some of the songs here. 
It's an easy path there—both acts embrace bouncy disco beats, simmering lyrics, 
and falsetto vocals. Tunes like “Inevitable” bring that home, but there's more going 
on here. The hotter modern dance and funk is here too, exploding through the likes 
of “Shady Love” and the bonus cut “Fuck Yeah.” A gentler side of the band is also 
present. The piano-driven ballad “The Secret Life of Letters” isn’t going to make Ray 
Davies shake in his boots, but it is a nice slice-of-life tune, the kind not often heard on 
a bright, brassy pop album. 


SIGUR ROS 
Valtari 


Sure, coming out at the beginning of summer is a strange time for a new album by this Icelandic 
band. Their epic soundscapes bring to mind frigid winter evenings watching the Northern Lights 
more than afternoons on a sun-baked beach. If you have heard one of the five previous proper 
Sigur Ros albums, you know the musical drill: Long, rolling tunes built around electronics, stray 
sounds, and more traditional rock instrumentation are buoyed by the otherworldly vocals of singer 
Jonsi. It’s a mix that still can leave the listener breathless, be it from the quiet, pleading vocals that 
end “Ekki Mukk” or the slow drive of the wordless “Varoeldur.” Though they've been around for 
two decades, Sigur Ros is still as sharp as a cold winter wind. 


BEACH HOUSE 
Bloom 


The moody, ethereal, and largely female-fronted bands of the 4AD label were key components 
of my misspent-20s soundtrack, so the music of these modern proponents of the style certainly 
caught my ear. Over the past decade, this duo (Victoria Legrand and Alex Scally) have made atmo- 
spheric music that, rather importantly, is loaded with hooks. The opening cuts “Myth” and “Wild” 
set the delicate atmosphere from the beginning, deftly finding the balance between the simplicity 
of two performers and multi-tracking to build a bigger sound. The songs aren’t necessarily peppy. 
Think of the kind of pop songs the Cure specialized in during their career. And album closer 
“Irene” sounds like a long-lost Cocteau Twins outtake from Heaven or Las Vegas. 


REGINA SPEKTOR 
What We Saw from the Cheap Seats 


Spektor looks forward and back on her latest album, crafting a mix of brand-new tunes with some 
old, old pieces from her live show. It’s a quick musical journey that somehow feels a bit too slight 
to be considered a full-tilt album. It’s not the number of songs or the length; it’s just that the songs 
fly by quickly without always making a big impression. Some of the tracks do stand out. “Oh Mar- 
cello” uses part of the chorus of the Animals’ “Please Don’t Let Me Be Misunderstood” to spin a 
completely different lyrical tale. First single “All the Rowboats" also sticks in the mind. Each time 
I listened to the album, I thought, “Is that all?" when it came to a close. O 


Back by шшш Demand! 
July 10 


RUMOURS AD DREAMS July 11 


чи RUDOLPHS 


Established 1975 
1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 


Minneapolis, MN 55403 


Call 612.871.8969 for Reservations or online at 
www.rudolphsribs.com 
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800-362-3515 
CHANHASSENDT.COM 


Minnesota's New 
wine. Destination 


miae ajaja e: 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast ™ 
& Late Night ene 


Savings Storewide June 15th - 30th 


Featured Local Brews 
Summit EPA 12pk Bottles $11.97 
Flat Earth Bomber Sampler 4pk $14.97 
Brau Bros. Sheep Head Ale 6pk $6.47 
Rush River Summer Mix 12pk $13.97 
Boom Island 750ml (all types) 1096 Off 
Lift Bridge: Farm Girl, Crosscut & Chestnut 6pk $7.97 


Featured Sale Wines 
Loosen "Dr. L” Riesling $8.97 
Chamisal Unoaked Chardonnay $9.97 
d'Andezon Cotes du Rhone 2010 91pts Parker $11.57 
Hey Mambo Sultry Red $7.97 
Kroara Barbera, Piedmont, Italy $6.97 
Wither Hills New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc $9.97 
Bricco Riella Moscato d'Asti $10.77 

Plus Hundreds More! 


www.sorellawines.com 
612-339-4040 


1010 S. Washington Avenue 11AM-MIDNIGHT MON-THUR | 11AM-1AM FRI | 12PM-1AM SAT | 12PM-MIDNIGHT SUN 
Ground Level of The Bridgewater Lofts WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS 11 AM-3 PM | EARLY AND LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR | FREE PARKING 


Free Garage Parking! 10-9 M-Th, 10-10 F-Sat 2650 S. HENNEPIN AVE. 612-377-4418 WWW.ROATOSHATHAI.COM 


THE TWIN CITIES ULTIMATE “To Do” LIST Hennepin 67 West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby & Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Your connection to GLBT: 


V] News 


У] Events 
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it's that simple. 
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SIGN UP AT LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/ 


Bielenberg (ој Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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2000 & DINING 


Harriet Brasserie 


Strolling through Linden Hills is like step- 
ping into an idyllic small town. The stunning 
patio at Sebastian Joe's is full of ruddy-cheeked 
youngsters clutching dripping ice cream cones. 
Friendly folks come and go from the corner 
hardware store. Home cooks wait for special 
cuts of quality cuts from the counter at Clanc- 
ey's Meats. Young mothers push spilling over 
strollers past Wild Rumpus books. All of the 
people are also likely to find a perfect perch on 
the new patio at Harriet Brasserie. 


The patio is a perfect place to while away the hours, 
watching as the neighborhood walks past. There is nothing 
so wonderful as a bit of morning sun, a cool early-day breeze, 
and a few plates of food from this new neighborhood gem. 

'The dinner menu is still being sorted out, but the brunch 
is fully operational, so we'll stick to talking about those dish- 
es. Harriet Brasserie is owned by Alain Lenne (who also 
owns the La Belle Crepe in downtown Minneapolis), Helen 
Hamman, and Fernando Silvo, who is leading the kitchen. 
Silvo comes from French Meadow and the baking clearly 
shows that experience. The savory scone is a brilliant rep- 
resentation of that experience; flaky layers of dough, packed 
with flavorful blue cheese was a revelatory taste. 

The signature tres leches cake was wonderfully mild with 
a cream-drenched flavor an exercise in restraint. 

Many dishes make use of their plot of farm land, three 
acres outside of Lakeville. A perfect taste of the early sum- 
mer season was the chilled pea soup, topped with salty, 
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(Clockwise from left) Tofu hash; 
Hill burger; co-owners Alain and 
Fernando; dining room, bar area. 


=- Alllocal. All the time. 
790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
- . 651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


Check ош! our 
Weekday Specíals 


Jakeenos.com 
Lanch & Dínner 


ME : 
Details at facebook.com/EatLocalFarmTour.coop 

Farm Tour guide booklets available THE 

in-store at Customer Service. | IEDG E 


2105 Lyndale Ave S | M-F 9-10 S&S 9-9 | www.wedge.coop 


GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 


3840 Grand Way 
Saint Louis Park 
Minnesota 55416 


Oil: Vinegar 952.303.4220 
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(Clockwise from left) Pancakes; tres leches; dining room. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


smoked trout roe and house made croutons. It was brilliantly 
colored, delicately textured and full of grassy, fresh flavor with 
bracing little bits of the salty roe. 

Тће burger was great brasserie fare, the crispy, russet colored 
fries were addictive and would be perfectly paired with a pint. They 
appropriately have Harriet Brewing on tap. 

Speaking of alcohol, the wine list is stacked with great, afford- 
ably priced bottles and glasses. It's not often easy to find a deli- 
cious glass for all of $6, but there are multiple options on this list. 

Тће Szechuan-style tofu was tossed with a black bean sauce— 
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DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


simpLy Beyond the ordinary.™ 


Kathy Jenkins - Saint Paul Pioneer Press 
PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 


253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
or visit www.opentable.com 


www.downtownerwoodfire.com 


Free parking. 
Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


242 West 7th Street | Saint Poul | 55102 — 


fE 


we create a better burger from the ground up! 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 23 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Auto Accidents/Injuries 
• Second Parent Adoptions • Domestic Partnerships 
* Wills & Trusts * Employment Law 

* Business Law * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 
www. dics law. gor 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


LORING KITCHEN £ BAR 
PATIO DAYS 


HAVE LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
SCORE YOUR SEATS TODAY 


www.LORINGKITCHEN.COM * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, July 5 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


Burger Moe's 
242 W. 7th St., St. Paul 


FEATURING 
Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 
Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities 
Project 515 
OutFront Minnesota 
North Country Bears 
All God's Children MCC 
PFund 
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Outdoor patio. [^ : $ 7 


Crab Benedict. 


hot, saucy, and hard to walk away from, while again, not all that 
spicy. The tofu and fried yucca were great texture companions, but 
the greens they were served with didn't seem to fit in with the rest 
of the dish. 

While there was a lot of love and swooning over some dishes, 
not every plate was a hit. The crawfish and grits were a sad plate 
of mush, flat on flavor. 

Meanwhile, the attentive service quickly addressed any is- 
sue. Service was exceptional on every visit, save one, where the 
server was clearly new. They'll get the kinks worked out. Harriet 
Brasserie is another fine addition to this adorable pocket of Min- 
neapolis. O 


NEWSY 


BITS 


Another truck moves to brick and mortar. 

announced this week that she's taken up residence in the 
former Caribe storefront. She's planning to open in late July, 
early August. 


, known for their fantastic brews, phe- 
nomenal wild rice burger, and crave-worthy beer-battered 
fries and onion rings is moving into the former Trocadero's 
space in downtown Minneapolis. 


Chef bids adieu to Minneapolis: the local 
food advocate moved from his restaurant Corner Table to the 
Minnesota Valley Country Club to Iron Horse, a Harley-friendly 
hotel in Milwaukee. 
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LEATHER LIFE | steve Lenius 


International Mr. Leather 2012 


YOUR HUMBLE columnist has traveled 
to Chicago for the International Mr. Leather 
(IML) contest every Memorial Day weekend 
since 1994. Every year brings a new group 
of contestants and judges, and new vendors 
in the Leather Market, mixed with long- 
standing traditions and longtime friends. 
Here are my notes on the 2012 edition of the 
International Mr. Leather weekend, which 
ran from Thursday, May 24, through Mon- 
day, May 28. 

Thursday: The weekend has its unoffi- 
cial kickoff at the Leather Archives & Mu- 
seum with a roast of Eric Gutierrez and Jim 
Deuder, the men who, respectively, held the 
International Mr. Leather and International 
Mr. Bootblack titles the past year. This is the 
first year the Bootblack titleholder is being 
roasted along with the soon-to-be-former In- 
ternational Mr. Leather. 

Friday, noon: The Leather Market 
opens—over 100 vendors, many of them 
occupying bigger spaces than they have in 
previous years. The Market is packed, and 
many people are carrying purchases. The 
economy must be improving. 

Friday evening: At the IML opening 
ceremonies we meet the weekend's 48 con- 
testants representing nine countries (a 49th 
contestant is unable to compete due to ill- 
ness). Two contestants represent Minne- 
sota: Derek Harley, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 
2012, and Jared Collinsworth, Mr. Twin 
Cities Leather 2012. We also meet the five 
contestants in the concurrent International 
Mr. Bootblack contest; Minnesota is repre- 
sented by Bootblack Mike. 

And there's much more: Scavenged bricks 
from the recently demolished Gold Coast 
Bar (501 N. Clark St), for many years the 
home bar of IML, are presented to former 
Gold Coast owner (and IML founder) Chuck 
Renslow. The Jeffrey Payne Lifetime Achieve- 
ment Award is presented to Dave Rhodes, 
publisher of The Leather Journal. Mona 
Noriega, a commissioner with the Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations, welcomes 
everyone to Chicago and congratulates the 
two couples who will be “civil unioned” (T) 
during the IML weekend. The co-emcees for 
the weekend, Karen Ultra and John Pendal, 


International Mr. Leather 2003, keep things 
moving at a brisk and entertaining pace. 

Friday evening, later: The hotel is in 
full party mode, and major eye candy is ev- 
erywhere. One ballroom is filled with men in 
singlets and other athletic gear, while in an- 
other ballroom the dance music pounds and 
the crowd sweats at the San Francisco party. 

Saturday: On the schedule are cau- 
cuses and receptions for Windy City Boys 
Troop, Chicago Hellfire Club, Leather Ar- 
chives & Museum, International Ms Leather, 
People of Color in Leather, and one of several 
Leather Recovery meetings. And there's al- 
ways shopping at the Leather Market. 

Saturday evening: It's time for Pecs 
& Personality, where the contestants wear 
as litle as possible while being as funny, 
sexy, and entertaining as possible. It's fun 
watching co-emcees Ultra and Pendal put 
the contestants through their paces, and the 
surprise questions asked of each contestant 
elicit some great answers. But I notice more 
than a few of the contestants looking back at 
the emcees while they answer their question 
instead of addressing their answers to the 
audience, which would be more effective. 
Future IML contestants, take note. 

After Pecs & Personality, more parties: a 
bootblack reception, the Onyx dance party 
and, for puppy-play enthusiasts, Woof Camp 
2012. 

Sunday afternoon: It's the weekend's 
big event, the 34th annual International Mr. 
Leather Contest and Show. After an opening 
number by talented cabaret artist Sharon 
McNight (among her many CDs is Songs 
to Offend Almost Everyone), the contestants 
are introduced; the judges and tallymasters 
are introduced; there is a touching tribute to 
the late RJ Chaffin, who for many years ran 
the IML Leather Market; and then leather 
columnist Vern Stewart (taking over from 
the late Marcus Hernandez, also a leather 
columnist) announces the Top 20 Finalists. 
Derek Harley, Mr. Minneapolis Eagle 2012, 
is the nineteenth finalist announced, and 
there are loud cheers from the large Twin 
Cities contingent in the audience. 

The finalists then present 90-second 
speeches and strut their stuff in the phy- 


: >. 
International Mr. Leather 2012 is Woody Woodruff (Mr. 
Michigan Leather 2012). Photo courtesy of Steve Lenius 


sique competition to the wild enjoyment and 
approval of the audience. While the judges 
finish their duties and the tallymasters total 
the scores, the winner of the International 
Mr. Bootblack competition is announced: 
Nick Elliott, from Portland, Oregon. (Boot- 
black Mike, representing Minnesota, is first 
runner-up.) Then McNight and surprise 
guest Bruce Vilanch present an over-the- 
top reading of an excerpt from the “mommy 
porn" bestseller 50 Shades of Grey. 

At last, the moment we've all been wait- 
ing for: Second runner-up is Kevin Jordan, 
Mr. DC Eagle 2012, from Washington, D.C.; 
first runner-up is А.С. Demidont, Mr. Eagle 
NYC 2012, from New York, N.Y.; and the 
new International Mr. Leather is Woody 
Woodruff, Mr. Michigan Leather 2012, from 
Farmington Hills, Mich. O 
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BIG GAY NEWS 


OUR AFFAIRS 


PIGGAYHENS СОМ: 


OUR 


GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


1-USA 


Rural Vote Crucial in Battle Over Gay Marriage 

Star Tribune reports that Minnesota has noticed that 
other states have seen a sharp urban-rural divide on 
amendments, and activists on both sides of marriage 
equality are deploying their resources in rural Minnesota. 
Political activists are aware that voters away from 

major population centers have played the crucial role 

in the outcomes of ballots in 32 states, and are likely to 
be the deciding ground in November for the proposed 
constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage. 
Amendment supporters are focusing on churches and 
socially conservative groups, while the group opposing the 
amendment, Minnesotans United For All Families, now 
has offices in Duluth, Rochester, and soon Mankato. 


The United States Urge Other Countries to Give Gays Minimum Human Rights Now 
The Jamaica Gleaner, established in 1834, reports that a newly established U.S. 
foreign policy is demanding that GLBT people in countries such as Jamaica be 
afforded a minimum standard of human rights. 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Baer said, "Individual nations shouldn't 
be left to decide on their own, the same way they shouldn't be left to decide on 
their own whether women should be beaten up or imprisoned for being women, 

or whether somebody of a particular religious group ought to be beaten up or 
imprisoned for being part of that religious group." 


Minnesota Mormons Marching in Twin Cities GLBT Pride 

The group Mormon Allies issued a press release announcing that a contingent of 
Mormons will be marching in the Twin Cities LGBT Pride parade for the first time 
ever. 

Contingent participant Sam Noble said, *I think we're witnessing a sea change 
among Mormons in relation to the LGBT community. A lot of Mormons can't 
reconcile what they know personally about gay and lesbian family members, 
friends, and neighbors with a lot of the stereotypes people in the Church have 
about gay people, and they want to speak out. Mormons are concerned about the 
continuing epidemic of gay teen suicide and bullying, and they're concerned about 
the treatment of LGBT people in their own congregations. For many Mormons this 
concern has reached a boiling point, and I think that's why we're seeing this sudden 
interest in Pride." 


Moving Past the "Gay Vague" in Ads Aiming Marketing at the Gay Audience 

The Denver Post reports that the June JC Penney catalog featured a pair of gay 
dads playing with their kids in a Fathers Day ad. Now Marriott International, 
Allstate Insurance, and American Airlines have announced marketing campaigns 
aimed at the GLBT market. 


The economic clout of the gay audience is estimated at $790 billion, according to 
the University of Georgia Selig Center. 

However, that figure pales in comparison with the fast-growing gay-supportive 
audience which now makes up more than half the country. 


2-BRAZIL 

Jews and Gays Rally in Rio to Protest Ahmadinejad Visit 

Yahoo News reports that hundreds of Jews, gays, and allies marched along Rio de 
Janeiro's Ipanema beach to protest Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's 
attendance at the United Nations summit on sustainable development. 

As head of a Jewish human rights movement, Michel Gherman said “The Iranian 
president's visit is an opportunity to criticize his hateful speech denying the 
Holocaust, as well as the persecution of homosexuals." 


3-UGANDA 

Ugandan Police Raid Gay Rights Meeting 

Agence France Presse reports that police raided a gay rights workshop in Kampala 
and questioned local and foreign attendees from Canada, Kenya, and Rwanda. 
Homosexuality is illegal in Uganda and can be punished by prison sentences. 
Parliament is considering a 2009 bill that would impose the death penalty for 
certain homosexual acts. 

Amnesty International's deputy director for Africa Michelle Kagari said, “This 
ludicrous and senseless harassment of human rights activists has no basis in law 
whatsoever and has to stop." 


4-REGINA, SASKATCHEWAN 

Everyone Knows Someone Who Is Gay 

The Leader Post reports that a Langer Research Associates poll shows that 7196 of 
Americans say they have an acquaintance, friend, or family member who is gay. 
Polls regarding sexual orientation are notoriously inaccurate due to people not 
wanting to disclose their orientation, but it is estimated that about 10% to 15% of 
the population identifies as gay or lesbian. 

Chances are you know someone who is gay. 


5-UNITED KINGDOM 
Opponents of Gay Marriage Treated Like Bigots 
The Telegraph reports that the former Archbishop Lord Carey claims that people 
who oppose marriage equality are being treated like homophobes and bigots by 
those who call for tolerance. 
Carey said, "This debate is not about the dignity and rights of gay and lesbian 
people, who already have the benefits of marriage through civil partnerships, but 
about a change in the definition of marriage for everyone." 
Gay rights campaigner Colin Coward said, “It worries me that bishops still can’t 
understand how critical it is they make positive and affirmative statements about 
the place of lesbian and gay people in the church." L1 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Bridgette (Bee) Rongitsch 


Q&A with Bridgette (Bee) Rongitsch, 
Director of Program Development, Min- 
nesotans United for АП Families 

Lavender Magazine: As Director of 
Program Development, what is your 
role with the campaign? 

Bee: I oversee the development of in- 
novative organizing tools that will help our 
campaign reach Minnesota voters in new 
and effective ways to defeat this amendment. 
My team works on a variety of programs 
including Republican outreach, youth orga- 
nizing, the neighbor-to-neighbor program, 
and most recently we launched our "kNOw" 
campaign. 

LM: What is “kKNOw”? 

Bee: Minnesotans United is running a 
campaign driven by conversations to let peo- 
ple know about this freedom-limiting amend- 
ment. While this is happening through con- 
versation drives on the phones and doors, 
we also know these conversations are hap- 


Storm Damage? 


pening at kitchen tables, in churches, and 
at family events all across the state. The 
"kNOw" program provides Minnesotans 
with tools, training and support to help them 
respectfully and effectively engage friends, 
family, neighbors and coworkers in conver- 
sations about why it is so vitally important to 
vote “по” in November. Our goal for this pro- 
gram is to ignite 100,000 new conversations 
across the state, educating folks about how 
this amendment hurts real Minnesotans and 
how we can defeat it. 

LM: Why is kNOwing important to 
defeating this amendment? 

Bee: What we know from our own re- 
search is that 67 percent of people with 
GLBT friends vote "no" if we talk with them 
about why marriage matters and how impor- 
tant it is to vote no. Simply knowing some- 
one who is GLBT or allied is not enough. 
When we talk with people about the amend- 
ment, they vote with us. We need to have the 


conversation! 

The “kNOw” program empowers our 
community to start having these conversa- 
tions now. We truly believe that this is the 
single most important action any person can 
take toward defeating the amendment. 

LM: We have heard a lot about how 
Minnesotan's United for All Families is 
focused on having a conversation cam- 
paign. How does this new program sup- 
port that goal? 

Bee: This new initiative will engage our 
supporters in a whole new way. We hope that 
the support, tools and training we provide 
through the “let people kKNOw" program will 
give our community the confidence to have 
these conversations, not just with strangers 
on the phones or at the doors, but with the 
people with whom they have existing rela- 
tionships. 

LM: Minnesotans United had a large 
presence at PRIDE. What strategic role 

Continued on page 58 > 
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GLORIOUS а GAY 


GARDENS OF OUR COMMUNITY 


By Kathleen Watson 


We love our gardens—those lush little oases of heav- 
en in an urban setting that remind us of the beauty of 
nature, growth, and life. Each garden has its own per- 
sonality and vibe, but they all provide immense pleasure 
to all who work in gardens or simply observe them. The 
following four private gardens, owned by GLBT families, 
will be sharing their beauty with the public during the 
FamilyMeans St. Croix Garden Tour and Tangletown 


Gardens’ Garden and Art Tour this July. These unique 
outdoor spaces show that there are countless ways to 
create a little patch of paradise in your backyard; all you 
need is a shovel, a spade, and a lot of soul. 
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1 = S e á Joanne and Kate play with their son, Teeg, in their 
a. Y = | — j | - 4 urban garden. Photos by Mike Hnida 
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hough Joanne and 

Kate (and all their 

neighbors) loved 

their "organic, free- 

flowing garden," 

the couple longed 
for more structure in the “small, urban 
yard" of their Arts and Crafts home. Af- 
ter a great deal of planning (and with 
the help of landscape architect Mark 
Foreman from Loco Design, Tangletown 
Gardens, and Minnesota Green), Joanne 
and Kate decided they wanted to create a 
"modern and refined structure" that was 
still an *enchanted, cozy garden." 

Under the direction of the design 
team, the entire yard was excavated, 
keeping only one huge evergreen, a per- 
gola, and two birch trees. Joanne and 
Kate, who are both designers, chose 
the colors and style of the garden, while 
Mark Foreman created structured spac- 
es, or what Joanne refers to as "separate 
rooms." Tangletown Gardens then as- 
sisted in choosing the plants, Motion 
Workshop did all the original woodwork, 
and Minnesota Green assisted with the 
installation. 

Joanne's favorite part of the design is 
the *amazing economy of space because 
we essentially have five different living 
spaces. They all have their own function, 
but it doesn't feel busy. It's what good 
design really looks like. It's high-func- 
tioning. It's almost like organized chaos; 
you have all these enchanted plants, but 
it's within a really refined structure, so it 
feels calming. It's wonderful when you're 
inside of it." 

The garden features a pergola 
area with built-in booth seating, which 
Joanne says feels like a lounge area. The 
couple’s toddler, Teeg, has a rock area 
where he plays. Also present is a raised 
veggie garden, which Joanne and Kate 
tend. A square, metal water feature pro- 
vides a calming, bubbling soundtrack to 
the garden. Finally, there is an outdoor 
dining area with built-in seating, where 
the family can enjoy dinner on warm 
Minnesota evenings. Soon to be installed 
is a fire-pit, perfect for having a campfire 
in the urban jungle. Joanne notes, “It’s a 
very social, entertaining backyard. We 
have a lot of bigger parties, so it’s fun to 
see a lot of people in all areas of the yard 


JOANNE GROBE AND KATE PABST Sie ше 


ture within the garden was vital. Though 


Tangletown Gardens’ Art & Garden Tour 
Minneapolis, MN 


Continued on page 42 
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the couple original had a beautiful 
garden that they were able to manage 
themselves, the addition of architectural 
structures allows them to fully enjoy their 
garden. For people who are re-envisioning 
a space, Joanne suggests having a design 
team in order to help plan the space. 
"Bringing in someone else, a landscape ar- 
chitect, was essential. He created spaces 
in that yard that we never could have even 
envisioned to that degree." 

When looking for a design team, 
Joanne notes the importance of "finding 
people who align with your objective. It's 
always about figuring out who can trans- 
late your objective into something real." 
By connecting with their design team, this 
family was able to create functional spaces 
where they can enjoy their time together 
in their enchanted gardens. 


Continued on page 44 > 
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DALE VANDEN HOUTEN AND RICK SCOTT 
Tangletown Gardens' Art & Garden Tour 
Minneapolis, MN 
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Dale relaxes in his Japanese-influenced garden, 
decorated with his original artwork. 
Photos by Mike Hnida 


ucked away behind 

a fence and gate in a 

quiet neighborhood, 

Dale and Rick's “5е- 

cret Garden" truly 

earns the name. An 
extremely private space that most people 
don't even know exists, the couple's Japa- 
nese-influenced garden is a perfect place 
for Dale to meditate and relax. 

Originally, the yard was all grass and 
provided no privacy. Dale jokes, "Rick 
and I are not ones for mowing lawns 
much, so that was quickly removed after 
we moved in 25 years ago." The couple 
also added the fence and the gate to 
create a more private, intimate space. 
Dale, who notes that he's the one with 
the "green thumb," installed a variety of 
interesting and unique tree specimens. 
“Му favorite one was a Weeping Larch, 
but now it has been replaced by a Weep- 
ing Norway Spruce, which is doing very 
nicely." 

According to Dale, the "garden is 
more about the space than it is about 
the plants, though they are a part of the 
equation. It's tucked away behind the 
house and is a very private, peaceful 
space." The entrance to Dale's art studio 
isin the garden, which provides him with 
the opportunity to reflect and be inspired 
by nature. Some of Dale's original sculp- 
ture is featured in the garden, adding a 
personal touch to the space. 

Dale’s “nature-based and semi-ab- 
stract" artwork, which is heavily influ- 
enced by patterns, textures, and colors 
found in nature will also be featured on 
'Tangletown's tour. (After all, it is also an 
ART tour.) He also uses Japanese textiles 
and ceramics as inspiration for his work, 
which he defines as “artwork on paper” 
(primarily printmaking, but including 
unique ink washes). “ГЇ search and 
take note of patterns and textures that I 
see there, and then based off of that, ГЇЇ 
create my own patterns that I use in my 
artwork." Dale has now started to wrap 
three-dimensional objects with his prints 
which makes the art “more of an object 
than a framed artwork behind a piece of 
glass on the wall." 

Тће connection between art and 
gardens is "just beautiful," according to 
Dale. "It's such a natural fit. There needs 


Continued on page 45 
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to be a connection between more natural- 
themed art and the garden, although ab- 
stract, edgy art can work if itis in the right 
garden." 

When planning a garden, Dale sug- 
gests that people *Watch and live with the 
space for a growing season. Learn what it 
wants. For example, our garden is largely 
dictated by a lot of shade, so I had to learn 
to work with that by studying the nature 
of the garden itself.” He also suggests that 
gardeners focus on the natural elements 
already present in the space and work 
with what is present. 

Dale loves the calming and meditative 
quality of the Japanese garden elements, 
such as water features and stone statues. 
“I meditate, and I love being in here.” The 
absolute serenity of the garden provides a 
tranquil escape from the hustle and bustle 
of the city. 


A variety of specimen trees, like the bonzai tree (left) and the weeping Norway spruce (right) grace the couple's garden. 
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TANGLETOWN AND FAMILYMEANS 
ol. CHOIX GARDEN TOURS 


TANGLETOWN GARDENS’ 
ART & GARDEN TOUR 
JULY 28TH, 9:00AM 


Tangletown Gardens’ Art and Garden Tour is 
a whimsical romp through some of the finest gar- 
dens in Minneapolis. Local artists also team up with 
Tangletown to showcase their original work, creat- 
ing the perfect combination of beauty in nature and 
beauty in human creativity. 

Tour astounding gardens to get ideas for your 
own projects or just to enjoy the beauty. Wine tast- 
ings are provided in the gardens and galleries. After 
the tour, the community is invited to a celebration 
at Tangletown Gardens starting at 7:00pm. Local 
food, drink, and music by Tambuca will be provided. 
(Tambuca is a pair of djs simultaneously spinning 
music while live musicians chime in.) Scott Endres, 
co-owner of Tangletown Gardens, says,"It's a way 
of, after a great day of beautiful gardens and spaces, 
celebrating that we were able to see a great deal 
of beauty that day. It’s the exclamation point of the 
community side of the Art and Garden tour.” 

The 2012 Art and Garden Tour will take place on 
July 28th from 9:00am to 4:00pm. Tickets are $25 in 
advance and can be purchased at Tangletown Gar- 
dens or Wise Acre Eatery. Proceeds from the event 
will benefit local public art and garden projects in 
the Twin Cities. 


FAMILYMEANS 20TH ANNUAL 
ST. CROIX GARDEN TOUR 
JULY 14-15, 10:00AM 


This year marks the 20th anniversary of the Fam- 
ilyMeans St. Croix Garden Tour, and it’s sure to be 
the best tour yet. Stretching over two days, July 14 
and 15, this year’s tour features eleven of the most 
impressive gardens that have previously been on 
the tour. Tom DeGree, Chair of the Garden Tour, 
notes, “It’s kind of like the ‘Best Of’ tour, and it has 
a lot of variety.” 

One difference between the FamilyMeans Gar- 
den Tour and other garden tours is that the home- 
owners do all the gardening themselves, creating a 
sense of personal pride in helping beautiful things 
grow. DeGree adds, “Part of the beauty of the Fami- 
lyMeans Garden Tour is the difference between 
the small Stillwater gardens in historic homes that 
people really love and, outside the cities, the houses 
that have large lots. Whatever your garden size, 
you'll see something that will work in your garden.” 

The FamilyMeans 20th Annual St. Croix Garden 
Tour will take place on July 14 and 15 in the Stillwa- 
ter area. Tickets can be purchased for $15 at www. 
familymeans.org/garden-tour. 
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Ruby and Mac hang out with Tom on the front 
steps of the home that he and Dean chose because 
it's historic...but also because it has two acres of 
land. Photos by Mike Hnida 


hen Tom and 

Dean bought 

their home 

Six years ago, 

the gardens 

were com- 
pletely non-existent. With a parking pad 
for a front yard, the couple knew they 
needed to completely renovate their 
outdoor spaces to reflect the beauty of 
nature. Sitting on two acres of land, the 
historic 1915 house was begging to be 
surrounded with beautiful spaces. Re- 
storing a historic rock garden on the side 
of their home, creating a garden space in 
the front yard, and building a deck they 
have dubbed the “Deck Mahal,” the duo 
have created a variety of unique spaces 
in which to enjoy their time. 

Тће best part of Tom and Dean's 
gardens is the *mix of old and new...the 
things that are historic and mean some- 
thing and the modern landscaping de- 
sign," according to Tom. With many old 
historic trees, a glider from the 1940s, a 
Frank Lloyd Wright sprite statue, a stone 
piece recovered from an old church, and 
eye-popping flower gardens with char- 
treuse and burgundy highlights, the gar- 
dens are the perfect combination of his- 
tory and modernity. The “Deck Mahal” is 
a perfect example of the balance between 
old and new; Tom says the deck feels “al- 
most like a treehouse, where the deck is 
built around a 150-year-old oak tree.” One 
particularly beautiful feature of the garden 
is a five-foot-tall stone bird-bath, which the 
couple inherited when they bought the 
home. “It’s one of our favorite features,” 
Tom notes. 

While many people would find such 
a huge garden restoration process 
daunting, Tom and Dean did nearly all 
the work themselves. But, unlike their 
previous home’s garden in Minneapolis 
(which they created in a weekend), their 
new garden spaces have taken several 
years to complete. Tom says, “It’s a pro- 
cess. We never plant something down 
and that’s where it is forever if it doesn’t 
look right...If something looks better 
somewhere else, ГЇЇ pick it up and move 


TO M D EG RE E AN D D EAN SC H LAAK it. That's the difference between garden- 


ing versus landscaping. Landscaping has 
FamilyMeans St. Croix Garden Tour someone else come in and plant every- 
Lake Elmo, MN 


Continued on page 49 
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TOM DEGREE AND DEAN SCHLAAK 


thing for you, and you basically just enjoy it. Gardening is 
being out there daily, watering the different areas by hand 
so you can see what's going on." 

'Tom also notes that their gardens are perfect for build- 
ing relationships with the community. He says, "Almost ev- 
ery day, someone in the neighborhood that I don't know will 
introduce themselves, and ГЇЇ give them a tour of the gar- 
den." He'll point out the rare ginkgo bush, the large patches 
of chartreuse spiderwort, and the variety of unique grasses 
that grace the area. 

For people who want to start a gardening project, Tom 
suggests to begin by designing the edges of the garden 
spaces with the help of a design or landscaping team. He 
also recommends that people closely observe the space and 
not assume that things have to be permanent. “There can be 
movement in the garden; it doesn't have to be a static job." 
By allowing the garden to ebb and flow, you'll be able to con- 
tinue having a unique space that truly reflects you. 


A historic stone bird bath is illuminated by hanging lanterns in the evening 
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Gary and Michael enjoy quiet evenings in their private 
paradise they created with their own hands. Photos by 
Mike Hnida 


n old saying goes, 

^When you plant a 

seed, you have to 

believe in tomor- 

row." This hope is 

what inspires Mi- 
chael and Gary to create and maintain 
their beautiful gardens. Though the 
home's previous owner loved to work in 
the yard (maintaining pine trees, willow 
trees, lilacs, and hydrangeas), Michael 
and Gary have made significant chang- 
es to create their own magical place. 

Now, the garden space has over- 
taken the whole yard. A pond is visible 
from the front window, and a waterfall 
graces the backyard, next to a firepit 
and alarge gazebo. The couple has also 
incorporated a variety of plants into 
their space, such as European Weeping 
Larches, pine trees, trees that form an 
archway, ten different magnolia trees, 
a large rhododendron, and an astilboi- 
des tabularis plant with gigantic leaves. 
Michael says, "It's just amazing how big 
the leaves are because they're about 
the size of an umbrella." 

A wooded hillside provides a great 
deal of privacy for the couple, who did 
all the work themselves to create their 
private oasis. Michael says that garden- 
ing is a therapeutic hobby. “It helped 
keep my mind off of things in the 80's 
when our friends were sitting around 
dying from AIDS. Ive always been 
a gardener, and it was the love of the 
flowers and that he's [Gary] here, and 
I'm still alive." 

Michael suggests to future garden- 
ers that they form a plan and consider 
what the space needs. Keep in mind 
whether the areas are sunny or shady, 
and find plants to match that. Though 
the couple's gardens are truly spectac- 
ular, Michael suggests to "start small. 
Don't go overboard. Just enjoy it; it's 
a relaxing hobby." The couple spends 
most of their time at home, and with a 
garden like this, there's no need to trav- 
el anywhere else in search of beauty. 
It's quiet and serene—a perfect place to 
kick back with loved ones. 

Though the couple particularly en- 
MICHAEL WENTE AN D GARY GERMAIN joys the fire pit area, the whole area is, 
as Gary describes it, “someplace magi- 
cal." Gary recalls that a friend told his 


FamilyMeans St. Croix Garden Tour 
Stillwater, MN 
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girlfriend that he “wanted to take her 
someplace magical. And that was the 
best I've ever heard anyone describe it. 
I thought it was very fitting.” With lush, 
green spaces and flowing water features, 
the garden is truly magical and reflects 
the hope we can have in the future and 
in nature. 


A huge hill provides privacy and natural beauty to 
the garden. Lush, green plants make the couple's 
garden truly something magical. 
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GARDEN 


GUIDE 


by Andy Lien 


The Gorgeous Gardens of this 
Home & Garden issue are full of 
great ideas for your own. Whether 
more minimalist like Kate and 
Joanne's or full of hidden treasures 
like Gary and Michael's, you'll find 
inspiration. 
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1- ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE TREASURES 
Tom and Dean used both modern and historic 
decorating elements in their deck, yard, and 
gardens. This particular stone piece came 
from a church in Northeast Minneapolis that 
was demolished recently. Other items of 

both sacred and secular origin can be found 
at architectural salvage dealers like Bauer 
Brothers: www.bauerbrotherssalvage.com, 
City Salvage: www.citysalvage.com, and 
Architectural Antiques: www.archantiques. 
com. Prices vary. 


2- AUTHENTIC FRENCH RAIN BARREL 
Joanne and Kate's garden, with its various 
outdoor "rooms," also utilizes eco-friendly 
techniques of gathering rainwater from the 
downspouts in rain barrels. Not to scream that 
they are reducing, reusing, and recycling, the 
rain barrels they chose are old wine barrels 
from France fitted with attractive spouts for 
water use. $195.00 at Tangletown Gardens: 
www.tangletowngardens.com. 


EN 
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3- FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT GARDEN SPRITE 
Two of the gardens in this issue (Tom and Dean as 
well as Dale and Rick) featured a garden sprite by 
Frank Lloyd Wright, originally designed for Midway 
Gardens in Chicago in 1913. Timeless in its design, 
yet perfectly aligned with the Arts & Crafts era, this 
piece and similar reproductions can guard your 
garden with charm. $175.00 at the Frank Lloyd 
Wright Preservation Trust: www.shopwright.org. 


4- INDOOR ARTWORK IN THE OUTDOORS 
Sometimes, the outdoor spaces can feature artwork 
that is only brought outside for short time periods--to 
be enjoyed and then returned to the safety of shelter 
and controlled temperatures. Dale and Rick's garden 
features sculptures of Dale's own handiwork as well 
as some of his prints on the wall. Whether you hang 
your own art in your garden or works of others, treat 
your outdoor spaces as you would your home. Let it 
all hang out. More of Dale Vanden Houten's art can 
be seen at www.mnartists.org. 


5- REPURPOSED ART 

Gary and Michael's garden is a menagerie of found 
art and sculpture. In addition to all the varieties of 
plants and flowers, Gary and Michael have collected 
outdoor art from various art fairs and festivals 
through the years. Made from tractor seats and 
coils and other various bits and pieces of yore, the 
animals keep the gardens in a perpetual state of 
whimsy. Their favorite fairs are in Stillwater: www. 
stillwaterrivertownartfestival.com and www. 
stillwaterfallartfair.com as well as Afton: www. 
aftonartfair.com. 
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Photos courtesy of Scott Endres 


Tools of the Trade: Understanding the Principles and Elements of Garden Design 


A WELL designed garden is a composition of art, similar to sculp- 
ture, where all components work together while honoring the prin- 
ciples and elements of design. In my garden, I seek out the unusual. 
Interesting combinations begin with unusual plants. The principles 
and elements of design allow me, as a designer, to accentuate the vi- 
sual beauty of these plants by the companions I choose for them, and 
their placement within the landscape. Once understood, the plants 
become the building blocks, with the following principles and ele- 
ments being the tools for all the designs I create. 

Scale. Scale refers to how a plant, piece of garden art, or con- 
tainer's size relates to its placement in the landscape. Size matters in 
the garden world. Step back and try to visualize how your choices will 
be viewed along with the scale of your home. Plants, pots, and garden 
art often look a lot bigger on a cart at the garden center. Nothing 
looks sillier than a couple of puny pots in front of even a modest- 
sized home. Try to group tiny plants in bigger numbers (5,7,9,23...), 
whereas bigger plants can make the right impact with smaller quanti- 
ties (1, 2, 3). 

Proportion. Proportion measures the ratio of overall plant or gar- 
den height in relation to the height of the un-planted container or 
structures in the surrounding landscape. In general, the height of the 
plants in a container should be 1 to 2 times the height of a container in 
order to be visually pleasing to our eyes. If the container happens to 
be wider than it is tall, then the proportion of plant height should be 
1to2 times the diameter of the container. Bigger houses need bigger 
plants in order to look right to the eye. 

Form. The easiest way to look at form is to think of the overall 
shape your design takes on. When grouping plants and containers, 
contrasting forms make very complementary neighbors. For instance, 
you might pair a tall, narrow container, next to a lower, rounded design. 

Texture. Texture describes the surface quality of the materials 
used in a design. Coarse, fine, hard, soft, glossy, fuzzy. Simply stated, 
the greater the contrast in texture, the more dramatic the plant combi- 
nation will be. It would be hard for me to choose between only coarse 
textured plants which demand attention with their dramatic foliage or 
fine textured plants with their seductive, almost *touch-me" qualities. 
Fortunately for me, I don't have to, as the totally opposite attributes 
of each make for perfect companions in my plant choices. The softer, 
finer textured plants make the course textured leaves more dramatic 
and vice versa—the way perfect partnerships should be. 

Focal Point. A focal point gives the viewer's eye a place to rest 
in a garden and is the area of the design in which the eye is first at- 
tracted. They're generally necessary in order for your eye to be able 


to appreciate the other parts of the landscape. Often the star of the 
show, the focal point is comprised of the most dramatic plant(s) that 
catches the most attention among the full cast of botanical characters. 
On a bigger scale, perhaps a container garden or piece of garden art 
can become the focal point in the landscape it is a part of—a restful 
place that draws you in for a awhile before being led off to enjoy other 
parts of a landscape. 

Line. Line is the visual path the eye follows between different 
points in a garden. The plants themselves can create line by the edg- 
es of their shapes and forms. For instance, a vase shaped like grass 
will direct the eye toward a planting at its base. Likewise, the edges 
of a container's shape or patterns within the containers design can 
create lines of direction. Whether directing the eye through a design 
or offering an escape route, line gives a garden structure, movement, 
and excitement. 

Color. Color, albeit the most recognized design element, is still 
a mystery to many. The color wheel is considered the key to un- 
derstanding the relationship of all colors of the rainbow. Color, un- 
like other design elements, evokes a sense of human emotion and 
thought. Cooler colors, like blues and violets, tend to be soothing and 
evoke a sense of calmness, while warm colors, like reds, oranges, and 
yellows seem to grab people's attention and bring emphasis to those 
areas of the design. 

Shape. The easiest way to look at shape is to think of the shape 
created by each plant's silhouette within your landscape. Like a lot 
of principles of plant pairing, opposites attract. Likewise, opposite 
shapes make great companions. Upright vase shapes paired with 
mounding shapes, and mounding shapes next to trailing shapes, etc. 

Balance is the equal distribution of weight, either physical or 
visual, in a landscape. This balance can be achieved either symmetri- 
cally (2 identical urn arrangements flanking the entry to a home), or 
asymmetrically (one larger plant on one side and a group of smaller 
plants on the other side). In either case, balance is achieved. 

Harmony. A harmonious relationship between the plants, con- 
tainers, pathways, garden art, and seating areas of your design in 
the landscape is the result successful gardeners strive to achieve. 
'This visually pleasing accomplishment is created through the careful 
blending of textures, shapes, colors, and forms, while honoring the 
principles of scale, proportion, balance, and focal interest—the tools 
of the trade. 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardens and Tangletown's Wise Acre Eatery on 54th and 
Nicollet in South Minneapolis. 
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Meteorite Collection Mokume Gane Collection 


Virtually indestructible, Chris Ploof's Meteorite Collection bands 

are made from Gibeon meteorite, then combined with high carat gold 
or platinum. The rings are durable, extremely strong and made with a 
comfort fit interior...perfect ог an active lifestyle. 


Precious metals are combined using an ancient Japanese technique to 
create beautiful patterns, then crafted into seamless bands in the Chris 
Ploof Mokume Gane Collection. 


For wedding bands that are as unique as your relationship, see designer 
Chris Ploof's collections only at Arthur's Jew elers. 


1717 Lexington Avenue N Roseville 651-488-0365 ArthursJewelers.com 


ARTHUR'S 


—JEWELERS— 


Expect the Unexpected 
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WE ARE a community that appreciates 
art and design. 

Among our own are creative people—the 
creators of art. When we create, our minds 
take in ideas that either engage or distract 
the eye. Those ideas are transmitted to our 
hands where we use an instrument of cre- 
ativity to work through the basic ideas to- 
wards a work of art. 

From a sculpture to a poem to a video, 
creative people share a common ideal—an 
appreciation for different images and voic- 
es. We embrace what is different as it rubs 
against the so-called norm. 

Itis easy to dismiss the Nissan Juke upon 
first sight. However, the creative minds 
among us understand where this design 
came from. 

This is the quandary among both cre- 
ative people and automotive people. Is the 
Nissan Juke art? Or, does it have a place on 
our automotive landscape? 

What is a Juke? It is the vision of Nis- 
san's London-based design team to create 
a shape that can be both enticing and polar- 


NISSAN JUKE 


izing. This body is draped over Nissan's B 
Platform, the same chassis that spawns the 
current Nissan Versa sedan and the upcom- 
ing NV200 van—the passenger version be- 
coming New York City's newest taxicab. The 
result is a vehicle that defies convention and 
refuses to be classified, though it is being 
thrown into a growing new segment among 
compact crossovers. 

The first thing one must do with a Juke is 
to take a few steps back and look at it. There 
is a lot going on design-wise with many in- 
fluences melded into this so-called "sport- 
cross." Up front, there are some World Rally 
Championship elements ranging from the 
lower grille and the embedded headlamps. 
Тће upper lights may have come from some- 
where in the early 1940s. The actual grille it- 
self is completely different, but with familiar 
Nissan design elements involved. 

'To the side, you can see where the inspi- 
ration may have come from—if the 370Z and 
the Murano had a baby incubated on a fry- 
ing pan. Seventeen-inch alloy wheels shod 
with Goodyear Eagle RS-A rubber add an 


interesting piece to the puzzle by creating a 
rally-inspired look and additional ride height 
to the Juke. The Z-Murano crossbreed con- 
tinues to the rear with obvious paeans to ei- 
ther vehicle. 

Step inside and there are plenty of artistic 
pieces that challenge the eye on many levels. 
Тће instrumentation may look normal, but it 
is topped by an elevated canopy of satin-fin- 
ished silver. The center stack is graced by a 
piano black surround of an oblong shape. The 
center console was said to be inspired by high 
performance motorcycles. The console offers 
up another contrast to the interior—finished 
in gray metallic. One complaint centers in the 
same area, as the gear lever appears to be too 
high for most drivers. The rest of the switch- 
gear feels *normal"—Tright to the touch—and 
the materials are of good quality. 

Тће Juke SV seats four in a cloth that 
feels almost like neoprene. The combination 
black and oyster gray has a scaly texture that 
reminds one of a body suit. Though it feels 
good, the front seats felt short in the cush- 
ioning and would probably need more side 
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bolstering. Also lacking is a center armrest 
for the right arm to rest when needed. Rear 
seat room may seem small, but if you had av- 
erage sized adults, they would be fine in all 
four places. Anyone larger will have a prob- 
lem with legroom in the back. The rear seats 
also fold down to expand the cargo hold. 

Nissan's standard-issue audio system is on 
board with six well-placed speakers emitting 
а well-balanced sound. The one little trick is 
with dialing in XM, as itis under the AUX but- 
ton, if equipped. You also get Bluetooth con- 
nectivity along with iPod integration. 

Below the audio system is the Integrat- 
ed Control System, known as I-CON. This 
starts out as a run-of-the-mill climate control 
system. Press the D-Mode button, and it pro- 
vides the driver a choice of vehicular behav- 
iors. Normal is where you begin the journey. 
If you want to induce more fuel efficiency, 
you select the Eco mode, which changes the 
transmission and engine management be- 
havior toward achieving economical results. 
Switch to Sport, and it ratchets up the trans- 
mission ratios and engine management set- 
tings to maximum power. Keep it in Sport, 
and you will feel the turbocharger kick the 
Juke into action. 

The LCON screen provides other read- 
outs to monitor vehicle performance. If you 
care about G-forces, turbo boost, torque 
action and monitor your fuel consumption, 
there's plenty of information packed in that 
little LCD screen that would normally tell 
you your vehicle temperature and fan speed. 
One could always switch back to Climate 
mode to have the latter viewed, as long you 
know what drive mode you are in. 

What motivates this mobile piece of art 
is the newest engine built from a company 
that knows how to make power plants. Nis- 
san took their standard issue 1.6 liter dual 
overhead camshaft, four valves-per-cylinder, 
four-cylinder engine, and ratcheted it up a 
notch. They added direct fuel injection and 


slapped a turbocharger onto it. The result is 
a 188 horsepower ball of fire. Unlike most 
small turbocharged engines, there is no lag; 
the power is immediate and strong through- 
out the power band. 

Connecting this powerful mill is Nissan's 
Xtronic continuously variable transmission. 
The hallmark of this CVT is the ability to 
lock into the right ratio with the right engine 
speed as dictated by your right foot. This 
particular Juke comes with Torque-vector- 
ing all-wheel drive with a switch that locks 
the system to only front-wheel-drive or all- 
wheel-drive. There is a third setting in the 
middle of this switch—AWD-V. Choosing 
this mode gives the Juke permission to de- 
cide which wheels it wants to send power to. 

When driving the Juke, you will notice 
the sport part of the crossover. The ride is 
somewhere between firm and semi-soft, but 
you do feel the imperfections on the road. 
Handling is decent, though you get plenty of 
roll on banked curves. The Juke has plenty 
of grip from its Goodyear Eagle RS-A tires. 
Steering action is quick; however, there 
were times when the turning radius could 
have been better. Overall maneuverability 
is quite good considering the stubby size of 
the Juke. Braking is sharp and sure on both 
regular and panic stops. 

When Nissan created the Juke, they want- 
ed it to achieve optimal fuel efficiency despite 
being a high-riding and powerful compact 
crossover. They slapped the newest Pure 
Drive badge on the rear end of the Juke to 
let the world know it is part of Nissan's com- 
mitment to more fuel efficiency and lower car- 
bon emissions from their products. Though 
inspiring as the badging and promotion may 
sound, the Juke still turned a fuel economy 
average of 25.8MPG. Not exactly worthy of 
the Pure Drive badge to be honest. 

How much does this piece of art cost? 
Though the Juke starts at just above $20,000, 
this SV AWD tester stickered at $24,540. As 


with most pieces of art, there will always be 
a quibble whether this price of admission 
is justified or perhaps relative to the mar- 
ketplace. There are plenty of arguments for 
either case. 

Let's be frank here: The Juke is different 
and stands out among other vehicles. It is 
an acquired taste for those who may not un- 
derstand the attraction to objects of art. The 
creative eye would enjoy the many curves 
and angles of the Juke—along with the way 
it drives. 

There is one thing to know about the 
Juke—it is on the cusp of two different 
movements. The compact crossover market 
is about to boom with the arrival ofthe BMW 
X1, Audi Q3, and Buick Encore to join the 
Juke, Suzuki SX4, MINI Countryman, Kia 
Soul, and Mitsubishi Outlander Sport here 
in the States. Among these contenders (and 
pretenders), the Juke may appear to be the 
“ода one out." Buying one means using your 
imagination as to how you would use it daily. 

Тће second movement is another make- 
over of the Nissan brand—a very necessary 
one. The Juke is the first of the new wave for 
Nissan including the new Versa sedan, the 
upcoming 2013 Altima, Pathfinder, and three 
other models under the white sheets in the 
latest commercial from the brand. However, 
the Juke signifies plenty of new design ele- 
ments we will see in the next 15 months. 

As for that engine—I certainly hope we 
will see this in other Nissans in the next few 
years. This one's as good as the company's 
award-winning VQ V6s. 

For those of who appreciate art, or would 
simply like to stand out in a crowd, there's 
really nothing wrong with owning a Nissan 
Juke. O 


Randy Stern is an automotive writer from Robbinsdale, 
Minnesota. He can be followed at Victory & Reseda - 
http://www.randystern.net. 
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V. SKIRTING THE ISSUES | Eten krug 


A Different Opinion 


Warning: Some in the transgender 
community won't be pleased with this 
column. 

A few weeks ago, I was at Macalester 
College where the very popular Dean Spade 
spoke. Spade, a wellknown transgender 
scholar-activist, has done many good things, 
including founding the Sylvia Rivera Project 
in New York City. 

Spade's talk was well attended, with sev- 
enty people in the audience. His topic was 
"Trans Politics," his view of what it would 
take to achieve equality and racial and so- 
cial justice. Spade spoke of the “oppressive 
system" that subjugates transgenders and 
routinely enforces gender norms. He also 
talked about systemic racism, and how en- 
acting new hate crime laws doesn’t really 
help save lives because “criminals don't look 
а law books before they assault someone.” 

I was with him on all of this. I, too, be- 
lieve that the system is flawed. Simply con- 
sider that Minnesota’s prison system dispro- 
portionately incarcerates people of color in 
comparison to their overall percentage of the 
population. More concretely, the next time 
you walk the downtown Minneapolis sky- 
ways, take note of how lily white everybody 
is. Something’s wrong, that’s for sure. 

However, Spade lost me when he shifted 
to how transgenders (and other oppressed 
groups) need to “break the system and dis- 
mantle it.” By “dismantle,” Spade actually 
seemed to mean, “destroy.” He talked about 
closing prisons and decriminalizing the sex 
trades; he argued that cops should be out of 
inner-city schools; he even said there should 
no longer be borders between countries. 

Wow. I looked around the room and saw a 
lot of head-nodding. I thought, This kind of talk 
would scare the crap out of any straight person. 

Listening to Spade reminded me of an- 
other transgender speaker-activist whom I 
heard at a Coming Out Day luncheon last 
year. She too called for an uprising. She too 
railed at “the system,” only she included gays 
and lesbians within those who oppressed 
transgenders. I was appalled at her exceed- 
ingly—and unwarranted—broad-brush ap- 
proach. I felt her speech did nothing more 
than confirm the horrible stereotype of that 
“crazy transgender person.” 


Here’s my perspective. 

Tve been lucky to have had two completely 
different lives. When I lived as a man (which 
was most of my life), I was a part of that sys- 
tem transgender activists love to hate. I owned 
a business (a law firm), and I employed people. 
I made money and drove a fancy car. I lounged 
at the local country club pool. 

Still, my heart was always good. I volun- 
teered for various nonprofits. I worked to 
institute a diversity program in Cedar Rap- 
ids, Iowa, of all places. I helped people who 
needed money or things. 

Once I transitioned, everything flipped. 
I’ve gone from capitalist to non-profit execu- 
tive director. Instead of working for me, I’m 
now helping low-income people find lawyers. 
Im well past the days of big paychecks. I 
drive a Honda. 

Ishare this to make a point: it's not neces- 
sary to destroy something in order to change 
it. Sister and fellow transpeople, I get it—you're 
angry and hurt. Hell, so am I. Just like you, I’m 
mad that prejudice and fear caused me to delay 
transitioning for decades. I'm pissed that some 
people very dear to my heart can't accept me 
as female. I’m hurt when someone reads me in 
public and says, Six 

Even with anger and hurt, I don't believe 
the way forward is to rail and yell "toss it all 
out." There are way too many good people 
in the system who will work for meaningful 
change. If you destroy the system, you de- 
stroy them, too. 

So, what is needed? 

In a phrase, responsible leadership. The 
transgender community needs articulate and 
brave leaders—not reticent anarchists—work- 
ing for change. Some of those leaders have 
already stepped forward, and others still need 
to. True leaders must speak the truth regard- 
less—to the straight community (we're human 
100; we're here to stay; we deserve a place at the 
table) and to the transgender community (take 
responsibility; recognize the hurdles and work to 
jump them; be positive role models). 

Another thing: try as they might, straight 
people will never fully understand. That means 
we transgenders have to try harder. It will take 
more work, and more effort for us to succeed. 

In the end, Spade's way isn't the only 
way to meaningful change. We owe it to our- 
selves to remember that. O 
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AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


Bridget (Bee) Rongitsch. Photo courtesy 
of Minnesotans United for All Families 


did this program play at the festival? 

Bee: We specifically launched this pro- 
gram at PRIDE to spark the grassroots 
power of over 300,000 supporters engaging 
with the campaign during the celebration. 
Launching “КМО” at PRIDE allowed the 
campaign to arm our supporters with the 
tools they need to ensure we defeat this 
amendment. Our supporters left PRIDE 
with а call to attend a “kKNOw” conversation 
training and to begin taking action. 

LM: As Election Day nears how can 
we expect this program to grow? 

Вее: “kNOw” has huge growth poten- 
tial as we move towards November. We 
are asking members of our community to 
make firm commitments on who they are 
going to talk with so that we can move all 
Minnesotans towards voting no! As we con- 
tinue opening offices across the state and 
organizing in every city, this program will 
allow each and every supporter to make 
a serious contribution to the campaign 
through persuading voters they know to 
vote no on November 6! 

For more information, visit www. 
voteknowmn.org. L1 
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ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


BARBERS 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ATTORNEYS 


BANKRUPTCY || 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


www.cazaleslaw.com C. Alexander[f£azales, Esq. 


Alzheimer's 
Legal Care 


ethical 
moral 
legal 


Chris D. Kramer 
Attorney at Law 


* Flexible legal planning 
* Quality of Care 
verification services 


(612) 


298-5656 


AlzheimersLegalCare.com 


Free consultation 


Alzheimer's Legal Care, LLC 


2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis ($ 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Harbers f 


оп 


ryant 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 


S 


Appointments 
Recommended 


Audie: 612.203.1880 
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Lets get started with a 


FREE Session 
today! 


Personal Trainer 


B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, 


ACSM Certified 


ENDGAME FITNESS 


MINNEAPOLIS & ST. PAUL AREA 


218-259-5894 
Endgamefitness.net 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES 


Ameriprise e WITHIN 
Financial ^ REACH: 


Your financial needs are unique. 
I can help you plan for your goals. 


Our Advisors. Your Dreams. MORE WITHIN REACH* 
Curtis Brock, MBA i [e] 1700 W Hwy 36 
во Е 8] Ste 620 


== Associate Financial Advisor 20 
my withthe pratice of Gavin Craig : Roseville, MN 55113 


: (У 651-797-2904 


Н (е) Curtis-X.Brock@ampf.com 


Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA 


ULTRA SHINE 
WINDOWS, LLC 


Window Washing & Gutter Cleaning 


Y^ у Mark Kay Halla 
Landscaping & Garden Center 


952.361.9954 • www.TheMustardSeediInc.com 
6055 Hwy. 212 • Chaska, MN 55318 • info@TheMustardSeedinc.com 


AUTOMOTIVE 


FLORAL SHOPS 


____-- 
(HAGENS 2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


www.hagensautobody.com А | 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls L 
(612) 872-6671 у 


N Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Celebrate Independence Day 
with Red, White, and Blue 
Bouquets and Balloons! 
651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


Siding 
Roofing • Windows * Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available • Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor • MN License #20384780 
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HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting 


Let us show you how we can optimize your home 
improvement experience. Ask about our summer key 
specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


p 


УГ) Windows 


for Атепса 
BC248265 


RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Lic. 20635925 


DOORS : PERGOLAS • WINDOW: 
SIDING • ATTIC INSULATION 
Our Energy Savings Solutions Company 


Call: (651) 203-0149 for FREE price quote today 
www.nwfaMN.com 


TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, 6 REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“We'll go OUT on a limb for you." 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 


Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 
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E ме До (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service * Licensed Bonded Insured 
Chris 612.275.2117 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


NOMEÉCARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 


FREE ESTIMATES 


Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TObDOn LES 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


HOUSE CLEANING 


GREEN ASA j| 
WHISTLE 


Residential & Commercial Cleaning Services NV 

The best clean with green! LL WY 

All o8 our products аге non-toxic é biodegradable. 

Insured and bonded! 

Call Today! (651) 895-3372 • ое 9 
vti 


ТҮҮ ҮТҮ ҮМҮТҮН Т" 
INSURANCE 


Kimberly А. Nybo 
Insurance Agency 
GREAT SERVICE – GREAT RATES! 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
Auto • Home • Life * Health 
, Retirement * Business * Bank 


mx Late Faris 


23 Years Experience 


763-571-6111 


www.KimberlyNybo.com 
Email: Kim@NyboAgency.com 


cm 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Davina M. Baldwin 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


== 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


07491 10/11 e 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


“Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins i 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. == 2+ j 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy 
No Cost Initial Session 

Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Lake Pointe Centre 

3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
kate_heffelfinger@msn.com 


VISA. 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 
Licensed Psychologist • 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Ж 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


THE NETWORK 
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PSYCHOTHERAPY 


REAL ESTATE 


RES £u 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 

BURNET 
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COLDWCLL 
BANKER O 


Happy Hour is a 
Smooth Closing. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist $V 


МАЗАК, 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Adventures Ahoy 
N Sailboat Charters 


Captain Vin McMahon 


651-295-5718 
bayfield104@yahoo.com 


Offering individuals and small 
groups memorable sailing 
experiences from Bayfield, WI 


adventuresahoysailing.com 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


I’m In It For the Warm Cookies 


I HAVE a terrible confession. I don't know 
why any gay wants to get married. Hasn't it 
been great not getting married? Don't you 
think that the inability to marry your same- 
sex partner is one of perks of being gay? No 
dramas over seating arrangements. No trou- 
bling task of having to force rank the depth of 
your friendships by choosing a maid of honor 
over all your other pals. No knowing that you 
are willfully creating a situation in which your 
parents and their friends know with absolute 
certainty that you are having sex that night. No 
thank you cards. And that's just the ceremony 
and reception. 

Consider the dreary events and passive- 
aggressive death matches over child-rearing in 
the decades to come. I know several couples 
who have been married over 20 years. These 
are happy marriages, but they're still miser- 
able. They bicker constantly, probably because 
arguing is more exciting than sex. They start 
to look like each other. They talk merrily of 
the day they'll be old enough to move into a 
55+ community because, after decades of the 
creeping realization that most dreams achieved 
have been numbing let-downs, this is an easily 
attainable, low-stakes goal, and the place has 
a pool. 

It all seems so hellish. Even the wedding 
night sex sounds creepy. And half the time 
they get divorced and go through public, bu- 
reaucratic breakups that involve a judge. The 
worst breakup I ever had wasn't documented 
by some gum-chomping court reporter. My 
worst breakup resulted in a two-year nervous 
breakdown, punctuated only by momentary 
bursts of hysteria as the result of crank calls 
and anonymous packages I received from her 
friends. But it didn't involve the law! 

Yet, in spite of all of this, Гуе been thinking 
fondly of marriage lately. Maybe it's because 
my parents just celebrated their 50th anniver- 
sary of pushing each other's buttons. (And 


thats NOT a double entendre. Theyre my 
parents, you sickos.) Or maybe it's because I 
finally met a broad who I can manage to see 
myself living with until I’m forced to identify 
her in the morgue. Maybe it's because our 
country's judges keep ruling down right-wing 
imbecile's legislation against same-sex mar- 
riage. Or maybe it's simply because I like to 
piss-off Republicans. Whatever it is. I think I 
want to get married. 

After almost four years—the first two of 
which were spent nursing me through the ner- 
vous breakdown breakup mentioned above— 
the thought of marrying this dame doesn't 
scare the hell out of me. 

But why? 

Could it be because we've recently en- 
dured a 3-month kitchen/bath remodeling 
dust storm without even threatening to raise 
a hammer to the other's stupid, vacant skull 
that contains no center of good taste? 

Or that as my mother scratched "Jennifer/ 
Wendy" at the top of the 50th anniversary invi- 
tation list she drafted at the same dining room 
table where she told me years before that gays 
shouldn't come out until after their parents 
died, my eyes filled with a foreign, salty sub- 
stance. 

Or maybe it's because of what happened on 
our flight home from Boston recently. Sitting 
next to us were two young gay boys. A flight 
attendant who overheard that they'd just been 
married, returned with a free glass of cham- 
pagne and those warm chocolate-chip cookies 
they serve only in first class. 

Ilooked at how young and happy they were 
and mentally calculated when the divorce pa- 
pers would be filed. As I was doing so, Wendy 
smiled and nodded in their direction. 

" give 'em two years," she said. 

"Yeah, but people give you cookies and 
champagne when you get married. I'm sold!" O 


Visit castlebri.com or call us at 651-699-4164 or 612-789-8509 


Mention this ad and get 5096 off Kitchen, Bath, 
Basement, or Attic 1/2 Story Conceptual Design Packages 


- Free Monthly Education Classes - Check Website 
- Staffed Design Selection Studios at: 

1) 2600 Johnson St. NE 2) 362 Snelling Ave. S 

Mpls, MN 55418 St. Paul, MN 55105 


- Lifetime Warranty 
- No Unforeseen Change Orders 
- Guaranteed Completion Date 


MN License #BC005657 


Hours (or by appointment) 
M, T, TH, F 


Чат - 6pm 
Wednesday 9am - 8pm 
Saturday 10am - 3pm 

Closed 


„~ Зипдау 


Building & Remodeling 


The best value in professional remodeling 


Remodeling Flooring Design Services Kitchen & Bath Handyman Services 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 


730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 

referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 


"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 


HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 
Minneapolis Bike Tour 


Annual bike ride in September 


supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
nd music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www.minneapolisbiketour.com 

mplsbiketourQminneapolisparks:org 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 
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FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 


Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health to meet your needs. 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 


Check out our online catalogue. 
1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the studentrun radio station 
of the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

Pa 221-2547 


ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 

1568, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and now work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www. jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and lassie works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www .JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 

An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
performances. 

P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 
.S., and is home to Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

(651)789-1012 


http://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and adueaional 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-заџаге foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are 
calm, 

good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, ММ 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us for the 
4-day festival held over Labor Day 
ее 

Р.О. Вох 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to elision. justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons of all 
races, cultures and sexual orientations. 
500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and more. 

511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
Ап open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 

Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 

community welcoming diverse 
ackgrounds and celebrating our 

shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55410 

612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 
maximize participation in Jewish life. 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, Tradfional 
eting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St, Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Minist 
+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 
Christ 
A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
God's journey of love and justice. 
200 Summit Ave. 

t. 


aul, MN 
(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Temple of ECK 

ECKANKAR 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.TempleofECK.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 


Socially and theologically progressive. 


Open and affirming. A ‘Just Peace 
church, founded in 

abama Ave. S. 
St. Louis Park, MN 
952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life better 
for our most vulnerable citizens since 
1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 


www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town о! 
Afton, MN. Posen 
Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! 

Historic Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 

Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stllwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings “Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


13000 209 avid 
e Valle 
(952) 4319200 


www.mnzoo.org 


LavenderMagazine.com | 63 


[^c] 
ы 
= 
© 
> 
Ge 
=) 
© 


MS. BEHAVIOR" 


Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

A few days ago, my girlfriend and I had 
sex. After I had *done" her, she rolled over 
in an attempt to do me. It was nearly noon 
and I hadn't eaten anything, so I felt light- 
headed (I’m very hypoglycemic). I wanted 
her, but I was suddenly overcome with an in- 
tense wave of hunger and dizziness. Just as 
she was about to touch me, I unintentionally 
blurted out, “I want a bagel and lox.” 

Well, I tried to explain my hypoglycemia, 
but my girlfriend didn’t seem to understand. 
My outburst not only broke the moment, 
it also caused her to be completely turned 
off to sex with me ever since. She says that 
it made her feel rejected, and that “yelling 
about food in bed is what fat girls do.” I think 
the real problem is that I’ve gained a few 
pounds since we’ve been together, and she 
doesn’t accept my body. 

At first I was hurt that she didn’t want to 
make love. Now I feel like she has a lot of 
nerve. I told her not to call me until she’s 
read fat is a feminist issue from cover to cov- 
er. She still hasn’t called. 

Is mentioning food in bed such a terrible 
thing? Is she overreacting? Am I? 

—SHEILA 


Dear Sheila: 

Mentioning food in bed isn’t horrible, but 
bagels and lox were an unfortunate choice 
because they are singularly unsexy. They’re 
what your father brings home on a Sunday 
morning or what your aunts load their plates 
with at a Bar Mitzvah. If you'd expressed a 


desire for cherries or chocolates or, (if it had 
to be fish), even caviar, your request might 
have been less distracting. 

Your girlfriend IS overreacting. Still, Ms. 
Behavior can’t help but wonder how much 
weight you’ve gained since you’ve been 
together. If you’ve gained more than a few 
pounds, consider why. Not because Ms. Be- 
havior doesn’t accept and love you just the 
way you are, but because it probably means 
you've gotten a little too cozy and food-cen- 
tered in your relationship. Which means you 
and your girlfriend are probably approach- 
ing that dreadful point where everything 
from watching bad television to baking 
bread takes precedence over sex anyway. 

Next time you're lucky enough to have 
a sexfest before breakfast and you're over- 
whelmed with feelings of hunger, just ex- 
cuse yourself for a moment, eat a banana or 
a handful of nuts (or a side of beef if neces- 
sary), and then come back to bed newly en- 
ergized and ready for more sex. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I have a serious problem. I'm a bisexual 
woman, married to a wonderful straight 
man who understands my needs. The main 
problem is that I don't know how to pick up, 
approach, or beg a date with other females. 

I work in a hospital where I see gays and 
lesbians a lot, but I want femmes. Please tell 
me how to seek out or approach a femme 
woman to find out if she's bi. I’m afraid I may 
get fired for sexual harassment or slapped 
or met with some other hideous response. I 


know there must be other bi women around, 
but I don't have a clue as to the approach. 
—STARVED 


Dear Starved: 

Since you work in a hospital, hopefully 
it’s not the hot female patients you're after. 
Ms. Behavior envisions you lurking near 
their beds while they're still woozy from an- 
esthesia, and removing their oxygen masks 
to ask if they've ever been with a woman. Or 
perhaps recommending tribadism as part of 
their treatment regimen. 

Even if it’s other employees you're try- 
ing to meet, if you're worried about being 
slapped or sued for sexual harassment, 
you're probably coming on way too strong. 
Ironically, the reason you come on so strong 
is because you don't know if the person 
you're pursuing is even potentially inter- 
ested in you. This seems dangerous to both 
your selfesteem and your face. 

In theory, bisexuals have been given the 
gift of more potential sexual partners than 
the rest of us. But sadly, it sounds like you've 
been plagued with a difficulty that helps to 
even the score: rotten gaydar. This deficiency 
means that you may be sentenced to pursuing 
big-haired straight girls who are repulsed by 
the thought of lezzie sex. And if you happen to 
meet a lesbian who likes you, she may not be 
into the fact that you have a husband. 

Try meeting women through online ads 
or through friends. When you meet a woman 
you like, allow it to evolve naturally rather than 
hunting her down like a potential meal. O 


TROLIN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


POR RODRO 


© 


Tio TROLIN,LOS 
RicoS VAN AL 
CiELO Р 


Uncle Trolin, do the rich go to Heaven? 


Why do they go? 
Yes, they do. 


Oncle Trolín, les riches vont-ils au Ciel? 
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Oui. 


Pourquoi y vont-ils? 


ANER Si Lo 
COMPRAN. 


To see if they're buying. 
Pour voir s'ils achètent. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


APPAREL 


Consignment Leather Clothing & Bicycle 
Rental - Resale leather clothing including 
jackets, coats, vests, chaps, pants, skirts, 
belts, etc. Formerly Just Broken In’, 
Uptown. Also rent bicycles. 218 Main 
Street N., Stillwater, MN 55082. www. 
JannasHidesandRides.com. 


DANCE PARTNER 


Wanted experienced male ballroom dance 
partner. Any aged partner but please be 
confident and able to commit to one night 
a week. Let's advance together. More info: 
kschroven(àmsn.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Summer Jobs with Environment Minnesota 
- WORK TO SAVE THE BOUNDARY WATERS. 
$8.50-$13.50/hour. Career opportunities 
available. www.jobsforgoodcauses.org. Call 
Lynn: (612) 331-3125. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: SUMMER LIVING! JULY 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, Wed. 1-7pm, Th-Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com 


HOME SERVICES 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
Interior & Exterior Painting. Plus Carpentry 
Services. Call: (651) 917-2881 or go to www. 
proteampaintingplus.com. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 


(cats too! Energetic. | Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mb(dbarkavenueminneapolis.com 


(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST • 
COACH • CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


Jackie L. Disch, MS. Counseling for Mind- 
Body-Spirit. Sliding Fee Scale. Uptown Area. 
(952) 261-9814. jackie disch(àmsn.com. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


ROOMMATES 


Gay male to share large 2 BR with gay male. 
$525 month includes utilities. Free laundry, 
cable and internet available. One month 
security deposit. Available now. Call Nick at 
(612) 325-4058. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


A Man's Touch Massage - Complete & 
discreet full body massage. Masculine 
responsive masseur with great personality. 
Seven days a week 10a-10p. Call Jeffrey at 
(612) 581-8171. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
Gene: (612) 749-7726. Thanks! 


Other MAN 4 MAN. Discreet, sensual 
service. Near Downtown Minneapolis. 2-9 
PM Daily, OPEN weekends. Call: (763) 544- 
0605. 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


Hot Night Toolkit 


CONGRATULATIONS ON purchasing the 
Hot Night Toolkit! If you're reading this mes- 
sage, you didn't cancel your order! Thank you. 
In the Kit, you will find everything you need 
to make nights on the town, well, hot! You'll 
learn how to catch the man or woman of your 
midnight-drunken dreams and reel ‘em in! 

As we reminded you at the time of your 
purchase, results may vary. Hot Night, Inc. 
reserves the right to reference your pur- 
chase order at any time to recall your name 
and contact information so we can laugh at 
you for being creepy and/or desperate. As 
we do not provide morale to our employees 
(it all goes to folks like you!), this is how they 
make it through the workday. Also please 
note that the Kit is intended for one-night 
stands only. (If you're interested in longer- 
term solutions to your emotional shortcom- 
ings, please buy our Warm Night Toolkit, 
our Warmer Night Toolkit, and the rest of 
the Increasingly Warm Night Toolkit line.) 

Your Hot Night Toolkit contains all the 
essentials for making your night one to re- 
member (or one to forget, if you want! What- 
ever!). Included in this package are the Nine 
Tools for Success: 

- Styrofoam popcorn 


- Bubble wrap 

- A smaller box in the popcorn 

- A cardboard divider within the smaller box 

- More Styrofoam popcorn 

- Symbolic empty space within the smaller 
box—it's hope! 

- Another smaller box 

- Yet more Styrofoam popcorn 

- Ingredients to Manipulate People. They're 

tasteless! 


Before using your Hot Night Toolkit, 
please take the Hot Night Efficacy Quiz to 
determine what level of use is best for you: 


(1) Are you a douchebag and/or asshole? 

(2) Do you want to fall in love? 

(3) In addition to sex, would you like conver- 
sation during your Hot Night? 

(4) In addition to sex, would you like to cud- 

dle during your Hot Night? 

(5) Are you annoying? 


Ifthe answer to question #1 is yes, please 
disregard all other questions and begin im- 
mediate use of the Ingredients to Manipu- 
late People. You probably didn't make it this 
far in the directions, though, did you? 


If the answer to question #2 is yes, you're 
funny. 

If the answer to question #3 is yes, use 
less ofthe Ingredients to Manipulate People. 

If the answer to question #4 is yes, good 
for you! 

If the answer to question #5 is yes, join 
the club! 

Note: Please disregard all results of this 
quiz, even though we didn't give you any. We 
just include the quiz to make the Kit more legit! 

WARNINGS, SIDE EFFECTS OF IN- 
GREDIENTS TO MANIPULATE PEOPLE, 
AND HAZARDS: 

(Our copywriter fell asleep while writing 
this portion of the message, and we couldn't 
figure out what she was saying anyway, but 
we bet it was something interesting!) 

We're so very happy you've purchased the 
Hot Night Toolset. We mean Kit, or Toolkit, or 
whatever. You may have heard that this prod- 
uct is useless or that it brings to its users "false 
hope,” but with your purchase, you're employ- 
ing people like us, and that's what matters. 

Thanks again for your purchase. We have 
your credit card number. 

Sincerely, 

The Ingredients O 
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Luther 


FIAT of 
brookdale 


Luther, 


FIAT of 
Bloomington 
7417 Brooklyn Blvd. | Brooklyn Park 8033 Knox Ave. S. | Bloomington 
763-222-2600 952-367-4300 


2012 FIAT 500 


0% financing for up to 60 months 


5005 starting et $15,450 
ЭОС starting at $19, A50 


f 
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MSRP $16,100, 0% financing for ир to 60 months or $500 rebate. See dealer for details. 


WWW.FIATMINNEAPOLIS.COM 


www.tcomfort.com 


with a qualifying rane XL/XC-XMV system! 


"Maybe it's time to 
let me take a look 


at your unit." 
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TOTAL COMFO T AND TRANE TEAM UP TO TAKE CARE OF 
ALL OF YOUR HEATING AND COOLING NEEDS! 


We provide the best in air conditioner maintenance, service, 24 hour emergency 
broken air conditioner repair and complimentary in-home consultations. 


Regia maintenance 
is a must for any home 
heating or cooling 
system. Equipment 
manufacturers recom- 
mend professional (regularly $189.95). 
maintenance at least 
once a seaxon. Our 
16-point Tune-up will 
ensure your unit 
runs better, lasts 
longer, breaks 
down less often, 


and costs less "У, 
to operate. Сотјо rt 


For a limited time only, 
get an AC Tune-up and 
CoolMaxx Analysis for 


TRANE COOLING 
SYSTEMS! 


*First Time customers only* 


